
 

 

PORTRAIT DISCUSSIONS:  
FIRST WORLD WAR  

 
These guided discussions are developed for KS3, GCSE and A/S and A Level 
History students to respond to portraits in the National Portrait Gallery’s permanent 
Collection, in or near Room 30, or digitally in the classroom using images from the 
Gallery’s website www.npg.org.uk/collections   
 
These guided discussion notes reflect the way in which the National Portrait Gallery 
Learning Department works when using portraits as historical sources. Students are 
encouraged through questioning to observe in detail and to form their own 
hypotheses; a small amount of information is fed into the discussion at appropriate 
points to deepen their observations. These notes therefore consist of a series of 
questions, with suggested answers; where there is information to add this is shown 
in a box. Please note we cannot guarantee that all of the portraits in these notes 
will be on display at the time of your visit. Teachers who plan to use them at the 
National Portrait Gallery should also print off and bring copies of the contextual 
works referred to in the discussions. All self directed visits to the Gallery must be 
booked in advance by telephone on 020 7312 2483. If you wish to support your visit with 
the use of Teachers Notes please book in advance, stating which notes you wish to use in 
order for us to check that the appropriate Gallery rooms are available at the time of your 
visit. 
 
Shortly after the First World War, the leading financier and public servant Sir 
Abraham Bailey decided to commission three large group portraits to 
commemorate the role of the army, the navy and the politicians in bringing the war 
to a close. He chose Sir James Guthrie to paint the Statesmen, John Singer Sargent 
to paint the Army Commanders and Sir Arthur Stockdale Cope to paint the 
Admirals. He gave all three huge paintings to the National Portrait Gallery and at 
least two of these should be on display during the period 2014-2018. A connecting 
theme for students is to consider how close all these sitters were to the war itself. 
The portrait of Albert Ball is a bronze modello for one element in a memorial to him 
in his home town of Nottingham; the guided discussion about this sculpture ends 
with a practical design activity for students. 
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THE ROYAL FAMILY AT BUCKINGHAM PALACE 

By Sir John Lavery 
oil on canvas, 1913 
134 in. x 107 in. (3403 mm x 2718 mm) 
Given by William Hugh Spottiswoode, 1913 
NPG 1745 
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When this portrait was painted it struck 
people as being extremely informal – is this 
how it seems to you? 
 
Additional fact: the King and Queen wanted 
to paint a bit of this portrait so Lavery 
handed them brushes with blue paint and let 
them each do a bit of their blue sashes. 
 
What ages do Edward and Mary look? 
Edward was born in 1894 and Mary in 1897 – 
they are painted in 1913. Edward’s boyish looks 
were widely commented on. 
 
What are the two men wearing? 
Uniforms – blue so they are in the Navy 
 
 

Who is the most important person in this 
painting? 
The man - George 
 
What is his role? 
King – George V 
 
Who is the least important? 
Mary, the Princess Royal 
 
How would you rank the importance of other 
two? What makes you rank them like that? 
Discuss different views and reasons 
 
Now rank all four of them for formal to informal 
– what conclusions do you draw? 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

What does it say about George V that he 
wanted himself and his son to appear in 
uniform? 
He felt that his military role was very important to 
his identity – he joined the Navy aged twelve but 
had to give it up when he became king. 
 
Where are they painted, do you think? 
Buckingham Palace – actually the White Drawing 
Room 
 
Our present Queen is George V’s 
granddaughter – do you know who her father 
was? 
Edward’s younger brother, the second son of the 
King – link with The King’s Speech if they have 
seen it – show this image of him wearing his naval 
uniform: 
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/
mw210721/King-George-
VI?LinkID=mp01753&search=sas&sText=King+
george+VI&OConly=true&wPage=2&role=sit&r
No=46  
 
He was born just one year after his brother – 
why isn’t he in this painting do you think? 
He seemed to be much less important at the time 
it was painted 
 
Can anyone explain very briefly what happens 
after George V dies – who is king next, then 
what happens? 
 
Focus on the years just after this portrait was 
painted when Britain is at war 
 
What do you think the royal family did during 
the years 1914-18? Did they go off somewhere 
very safe or did they stay in Buckingham 
Palace, do you think? 
Stayed  
 
Why might a war against Germany possibly be 
particularly problematic for them? 
Their family was originally German – George’s 
grandfather, Prince Albert, was German and he 
and Queen Victoria spoke German at home – the 
German Kaiser they were fighting was the King’s 
cousin. 
 
How do you think the royal family felt about 
the war?  
George V wore his uniform during the war and 
saw himself as part of the fight. 
 
He also changed his family name from Saxe-
Coburg-Gotha to Windsor – why do you think 
that was? 
Sensitivity about having a German name – 
Windsor sounds very British. 
 
 

How could the royal family help assist the war 
effort, do you think?  
Students could research the answers to this and 
the following two questions by looking at 
photographs of the sitters in the National Portrait 
Gallery Collection and particularly in the Imperial 
War Museum Collection. Ask them first what they 
think the royal family did and then get them to see 
if their suppositions were right. NB If students find 
images that include ‘Prince Albert’ this is actually 
the young George VI who changed his name to 
George on ascending the throne. 
 
Did any of the royal family visit the battlefields 
or other places in France or Belgium at all do 
you think? If so, which of them went?  
George V visiting trenches, sometimes with 
Edward, Prince of Wales, and Queen Mary visiting 
nurses and wounded men, later in the war 
sometimes accompanied by Mary, the Princess 
Royal 
 
Did any of them join the armed forces and 
actually fight in the war, do you think? 
Both princes enlisted – Edward’s role was mainly 
encouraging the troops from behind the lines 
(though his driver was killed at one point, so he 
was sometimes in danger. 
 
Why was Edward kept behind the lines, do you 
think? Was this sensible? 
 George - (despite terrible seasickness!) fought in 
the Battle of Jutland – if his ship, HMS 
Collingwood, had been hit and gone down he 
might well have been killed (the casualties in the 
Navy included proportionally many more high-
ranking officers than in the army because of this.  
 
So how close would you say that the royal 
family was to the war itself? 
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STATESMEN OF WORLD WAR I  

by Sir James Guthrie 
oil on canvas, 1924‐1930 
156 in. x 132 in. (3962 mm x 3353 mm) 
Given by Sir Abraham ('Abe') Bailey, 1st Bt, 1930 
NPG 2463 
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FOCUS ON THE WHOLE PAINTING: 
 
What strikes you most about this painting? 
Possibly the size, use of space with huge area 
above the figures etc 
 
What kind of place are they in? 
 
What do you think these men are doing? 
Sitting/standing round table, having a meeting etc 
 
They are actually meeting about the Peace 
Treaty after the First World War – is people 
having a meeting an exciting subject for a 
painting? Does this help explain why Guthrie 
has painted it like this? 
 
 
 

Does it surprise you that Guthrie took eleven 
years to complete it, just months before his 
death? 
 
Can you see what is lying on the floor in the 
foreground, and what does it symbolise? 
Tiger’s skin rug, with head – symbolic of strength, 
and power etc 
 
To sign a peace treaty you need both sides 
(obviously) but this is only one side: why? 
 
It is a British painting about the British statesmen 
negotiating the peace treaty 
 
What is above the men’s heads in this painting 
– it’s huge but fairly sketchy and it’s not 
complete – can you make it out? 
Winged figure 
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It’s a classical Greek sculpture of a goddess 
that they pronounced Neekay– how do we 
pronounce this word today? 
 
Do you know why trainers are called Nike – 
what does it mean? 
Victory - actually this sculpture is not at Versailles 
- it’s in the Louvre but Guthrie wanted it in the 
painting. This goddess is also associated with 
strength and speed, but victory is her main 
attribute 
 
If the British were commemorating the peace 
as their victory, how does it suggest they 
might have treated the Germans in the treaty? 
 
FOCUS ON THE PEOPLE: 
 
Are they all wearing the same sort of clothing – 
if not, what types of clothes can you see? 
Uniforms as well as civilian clothing 
 
Find two men in uniform standing together – 
can you suggest where one of them probably 
comes from? If you are using these notes in 
the National Portrait Gallery can you see him 
elsewhere in Room 30? 
Ganga Singh, Maharajah of Bikaner: 
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/
mw00566/Ganga-Singh-Maharaja-of-
Bikaner?LinkID=mp00420&search=sas&sText=
Ganga+Singh&OConly=true&role=sit&rNo=0 
 
Why is an Indian maharajah shown with the 
British in the First World War – and what other 
countries would you expect to see here for the 
same reason? 
British Empire – Canada, Australia, New Zealand 
 
Is there anyone you recognise in this painting? 
Never mind if not 
 
Who seem to be the most important people in 
the painting? What makes them look 
important? 
Maybe Arthur Balfour ex-PM and Foreign 
Secretary during the end of the war, standing. 
Possibly Churchill stands out one of the most – 
full face, holding a book with a red cover, light 
etc.  Interestingly he wasn’t particularly successful 
in the First World War – his fame rests far more on 
what he did in the Second World War. 
Also introduce the two war time Prime Ministers, 
Asquith and Lloyd George. 
 
Does anyone look really shadowy in this 
painting? What is he wearing? Where is he 
looking? 
Introduce Kitchener (preferably by showing 
famous recruitment poster) and getting students 
to tell you who he is. 
 
 

Why do you think he was painted like this? 
Take suggestions – he wasn’t there 
 
Why not? 
He’s dead. He died in 1916 when the ship he was 
travelling on (to Russia) hit a mine near Orkney – 
if you have already looked at the picture of the 
Royal Family remind students about the pattern of 
deaths being different for those at sea. 
 
How close does it seem these people were to 
the actual war?  
Probably students will say not very close 
 
It appears that these men weren’t by and large 
in danger themselves, but some of them were 
touched very closely and personally indeed by 
the war and suffered a lot – how do you think 
this was? 
They had sons fighting – if students don’t come 
up with this themselves, remind them that the 
painting just shows the working life of these 
people, but what else might be going on in their 
lives? 
Focus on George Nicoll Barnes and Asquith – 
point them out (Asquith is sitting at the right hand 
end of the table turning his head towards the 
viewer: Barnes is standing at the back resting his 
elbow on a plinth).George Nicoll Barnes, the only 
Labour politician in this group, had two sons who 
fought in the war. One, Henry, was killed outright 
in 1915; the other, Robert, is also thought not to 
have survived the war. 
Show images of three of Asquith’s four sons: 
Raymond, Herbert (no image in the National 
Portrait Gallery Collection), Arthur Melland, and 
Cyril. All four fought; Raymond was killed in 1916 
and Arthur was badly wounded in 1917. 
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/
mp71990/raymond-asquith 
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/
mp75415/arthur-melland-
asquith?search=sas&sText=Arthur+melland+As
quith&OConly=true 
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/
mp56330/cyril-asquith-baron-asquith-of-
bishopstone 
 
Additional fact: The death rates were particularly 
high for junior officers like these, who would 
physically lead their troops into battle during the 
First World War. Overall the death rate for young 
officers from Oxford and Cambridge Universities 
and from public schools was about one in five 
(figures from Gordon Corrigan, Mud, Blood and 
Poppycock, Chapter 2).  
 
Does this make you think differently about how 
close at least some of these statesmen, such 
as Asquith and Barnes, were to the war? 

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp71990/raymond-asquith
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp71990/raymond-asquith
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp75415/arthur-melland-asquith?search=sas&sText=Arthur+melland+Asquith&OConly=true
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http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp75415/arthur-melland-asquith?search=sas&sText=Arthur+melland+Asquith&OConly=true
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp56330/cyril-asquith-baron-asquith-of-bishopstone
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp56330/cyril-asquith-baron-asquith-of-bishopstone
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp56330/cyril-asquith-baron-asquith-of-bishopstone
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw00566/Ganga-Singh-Maharaja-of-Bikaner?LinkID=mp00420&search=sas&sText=Ganga+Singh&OConly=true&role=sit&rNo=0
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw00566/Ganga-Singh-Maharaja-of-Bikaner?LinkID=mp00420&search=sas&sText=Ganga+Singh&OConly=true&role=sit&rNo=0
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw00566/Ganga-Singh-Maharaja-of-Bikaner?LinkID=mp00420&search=sas&sText=Ganga+Singh&OConly=true&role=sit&rNo=0
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw00566/Ganga-Singh-Maharaja-of-Bikaner?LinkID=mp00420&search=sas&sText=Ganga+Singh&OConly=true&role=sit&rNo=0


 

GENERAL OFFICERS OF WORLD WAR I 
 
by John Singer Sargent 
oil on canvas, 1922 
118 in. x 208 in. (2997 mm x 5283 mm) 
Given by Sir Abraham ('Abe') Bailey, 1st Bt, 1922 
NPG 1954 
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FOCUS ON THE WHOLE PAINTING: 
 
What does this portrait show? 
 
How is this portrait different from the one by 
James Guthrie of the Statesmen of the First 
World War? Both were commissioned by the 
same man, a financier called Sir Abraham 
Bailey – there is also one of Naval 
Commanders. 
Much less dramatic – perhaps duller and less 
engaging 
 
Sargent wrote to Guthrie in 1920 that he was  
hampered ‘by the idea that they never could 
have been altogether in any sort of interesting 
background and reduced to painting them all 
standing up in a vacuum'.  What sort of a 
background did he choose for them? 
 
Which portrait do you prefer and why? 
 
What is the same about all these people? 
All men, all standing, all wearing khaki, coloured 
tabs on their collars, in boots etc. Some of these 
men’s actual uniform and insignia survive – 
students could search the IWM’s Collection for 
Haig’s jacket, cap and greatcoat and for French 
and Allenby’s Field Marshal’s batons 
 

Look at all their collar tabs – which is the odd 
man out? 
 
(Third from the left - Louis Botha - who was South 
African and therefore has blue tabs, not the red 
worn by all the British Commanders or those from 
British Colonies.) 
 
What weapons can you find in this picture and 
were they appropriate for the kind of fighting 
in WW1? 
Swords – definitely not 
 
What else seems old-fashioned for a First 
World War battle? (Clue – look at their boots) 
Spurs 
 
What do these suggest about how much actual 
fighting these men did? 
 
A former Director of the National Portrait 
Gallery called this painting ‘Still Life with 
Boots’. Do you think he liked the picture? Can 
you see what led him to say this? 
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What do you think these men thought about 
each other? 
They are essentially rivals, competing for the top 
jobs in the army 
 
How close do you think these men were to the 
war – were they actually in danger? 
They certainly weren’t all unscathed by the war: 
Michael, the only son of Field Marshall Allenby 
(the man standing like this: 
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/
mw00106/Edmund-Henry-Hynman-Allenby-1st-
Viscount-
Allenby?LinkID=mp00085&role=sit&rNo=0 ) 
 was killed fighting in Belgium in 1917 – Allenby 
was devastated and wept openly. 
 Sir Frederick Stanley Maude (the man to 
Allenby’s left as you look at the painting) died of 
cholera in Baghdad from drinking milk that hadn’t 
been boiled. 
Sir Andrew Hamilton Russell (in the middle at the 
back behind the very tall man’s shoulder) had 
received a severe scalp wound from a sniper’s 
bullet, which so easily could have killed him had it 
been any lower. ) 
To put these numbers in context, 8.4% of all the 
British men who were mobilised between 1914 
and 1918 were killed (702,410 of the 8,375,000 
men mobilised – figures from Gordon Corrigan, 
Mud, Blood and Poppycock, Chapter 2).  
 
Roughly what percentage of these 
commanding officers painted by Singer 
Sargent lost their lives? 
Less than 5% - one person out of twenty two, Sir 
Frederick Stanley Maude, and he was not killed in 
battle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FOCUS ON THE PEOPLE AND HOW THE 
PORTRAIT WAS CREATED:  
 
Which are the most important commanders in 
this picture, do you think, and how is this 
shown? 
 
Commander’s batons - introduce Haig and ask if 
they have heard of him and, if so, what they know 
about him: 
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/
mw02809/Douglas-Haig-1st-Earl-
Haig?LinkID=mp01964&search=sas&sText=Hai
g&OConly=true&role=sit&rNo=2 
 Also introduce French (oil sketch is also nearby 
in Rm 30): 
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/
mw07001/John-Denton-Pinkstone-French-1st-
Earl-of-Ypres 
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/
mw07002/John-Denton-Pinkstone-French-1st-
Earl-of-Ypres  
 
How do you put together a portrait like this?  
Sargent wrote to Guthrie in 1920:  ' I am still 
merely collecting material and have not yet 
evolved any scheme of the picture as a whole’ - 
show Sargent’s drawings: see under Related 
works here: 
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/
mw00108/General-Officers-of-World-War-
I?search=sp&sText=officers&firstRun=true&rNo
=3#related 
Then he made individual oil studies like this one 
of Smuts (hanging nearby in Rm 30): 
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/
mw05872/Jan-Christian-
Smuts?LinkID=mp04169&search=sas&sText=S
muts&OConly=true&role=sit&rNo=0  – can the 
students find him in the group? 
Second on the left 
 
What are the coloured bars beside Smuts in 
the sketch? 
Military ribbons belonging to various sitters in 
group portrait 
 
What has Sargent done to give some variety in 
the group painting? 
Some holding caps or coats, different poses, 
faces in different positions 
 
What has Sargent done to give uniformity to 
the picture? 
Lining them up, belts running across the painting 
etc 
 
Sargent said they would never all be together 
in one place like this. What would it be like to 
stand like this? – get some students to come 
and pose this close to each other. 
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NAVAL OFFICERS OF WORLD WAR I 
 
by Sir Arthur Stockdale Cope 
oil on canvas, 1921 
104 in. x 202 1/2 in. (2641 mm x 5144 mm) 
Given by Sir Abraham ('Abe') Bailey, 1st Bt, 1921 
NPG 1913 
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Can you find the man with what was described 
as ‘a mechanical hand’? 
He is Admiral Montague Edward Browning. He 
lost his hand in a gunnery accident on board ship 
in 1889. 
The man standing in the foreground near the big 
circle on the wall, facing away from it, is Admiral 
of the Fleet Sir David Beatty, the youngest British 
admiral to be appointed since Admiral Nelson. He 
was Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Fleet from 
1916 onwards. 
 
Look carefully at the large circle – what is 
written round it? 
N, S, E, W and points of the compass in between 
 
It connected to a metal vane on the roof of the 
building – what was it for? 
A wind vane – the circle on the wall is the metal 
dial 
 
Did the Admiralty need this information about 
the wind during the First World War, and what 
does this suggest about the room in which this 
painting is set? 
No longer needed; it suggests that the room was 
created when ships were still wind powered. It 
was actually built in 1725. 

What is the same about what all these men are 
wearing? 
Blue uniforms 
 
Which branch of the armed services wears 
blue? 
The Navy – remember the portrait of King George 
V 
 
These men are all high ranking Naval Officers 
– what title are the highest ranks in the Navy 
given? 
Admiral – every one of them has the rank of 
Admiral 
 
What is added to the blue uniform which marks 
out some of these admirals as of a higher rank 
than others? 
Amount of gold braid on sleeves and number of 
ribbons on their chests 
 
The man sitting on the grand red chair towards 
the right of the painting is Admiral of the Fleet Sir 
John Jellicoe who was Commander-in-Chief of 
the Grand Fleet during the Battle of Jutland in 
1916. 
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Does anything else in the room suggest that it 
dates back to the age of sailing ships? 
The two paintings of seascapes 
 
Look at the woodcarving framing the wind 
vane on the wall – can you find any objects in 
the carving to do with ships and navigation? 
Various nautical instruments – there is a sextant 
to the left of the dial 
 
On the far left is a full-length portrait – do you 
know who this might be? 
Admiral Horatio Nelson, the most famous British 
Admiral of all time – this is a copy of that painting: 
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/
mw04636/Horatio-
Nelson?LinkID=mp07049&role=art&rNo=0 . The 
original was painted in 1799 to commemorate 
Nelson’s victory at the Battle of the Nile the year 
before. 
 
With all these details do you think this group 
portrait is set in a real room or in an imaginary 
space? 
Real – it is the Admiralty Board Room at the Old 
Admiralty and still looks much like this today. In 
this room all Nelson’s dispatches were read out. 
Probably the most famous dispatch came from 
Vice-Admiral Collingwood after the Battle of 
Trafalgar telling of the victory over the French but 
also of Nelson’s death 
 
Can you explain why Sir Arthur Stockdale 
Cope chose this as the background for his 
1921 painting commemorating the Naval 
Officers of the First World War? 
 
 
 

 

http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw04636/Horatio-Nelson?LinkID=mp07049&role=art&rNo=0
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw04636/Horatio-Nelson?LinkID=mp07049&role=art&rNo=0
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw04636/Horatio-Nelson?LinkID=mp07049&role=art&rNo=0


DAME MAUD MCCARTHY 

by Francis Owen ('Frank') Salisbury 
oil on canvas, 1917 
23 3/4 in. x 19 1/4 in. (604 mm x 487 mm) uneven 
Purchased, 1985 
NPG 5831 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOCUS ON HER JOB 
 
Is this woman wearing a uniform or ordinary 
clothes? 
 
Now women serve in the army alongside men, 
but what roles were they allowed to carry out 
during the First World War? 
She was Matron-in-Chief for the Army – check 
students understand ‘matron’. She was born in 
Sydney, trained as a nurse in London and went to 
France on the first troop ship in 1914 – by 1918 
she was in charge of 6500 nurses. 
 
What were the main medical conditions that 
nurses had to cope with when caring for their 
soldier patients? 
 

(Wounds, obviously, but also various infectious 
diseases – especially those spread by insanitary 
conditions – and by the end of the war, the 
effects of a new weapon, gas, which causes 
extensive lung damage. At the end of the war 
Singer Sargent (who painted the group portrait 
of the commanding officers) was sent to France 
as a war artist and stayed in a military hospital 
where he could hear the men poisoned by gas 
coughing and gasping for breath all night. This 
experience led him to paint his most famous 
war picture, simply titled Gassed.) 
 
FOCUS ON HER 
 
Is there anything that particularly strikes you 
about her face? 

10 
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What effect does wearing the hat have on how 
her face is portrayed? 
 
Describe her expression and imagine what she 
might be thinking about. 
 
Does she look the kind of person who would 
join in to help if there was an emergency, do 
you think? 
 
FOCUS ON THE PAINTING 
 
Can you see or read the artist’s signature?  
Is the paint thickly or thinly applied? 
Very thinly 
 
Does it look carefully finished or more of an oil 
sketch? 
Sketch 
 
What might it have been used as preparation 
for? Clue: Frank Salisbury also painted a 
number of other senior nurses involved in the 
First World War. 
For a large group portrait which unfortunately 
seems never actually to have been created 
 
Maud McCarthy was painted in 1917 – where 
was she then and where was this painted? 
In France  
 
How close was she to the war?  
Probably not so close to be in great personal 
danger, but nursing severely wounded and dying 
men will have brought it very close indeed to her 
and to all her nurses too. 
 
 
 

 



ALBERT BALL (1896-1917), FIGHTER-PILOT 
 
by Henry Poole 
bronze statuette, 1920s 
23 3/4 in. (603 mm) 
Given by the sitter's father, Sir Albert Ball, 1929 
NPG 2277 
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What sort of planes would he have been 
flying in the First World War? – describe 
them. 
As a Flight Commander in an SE5 120mph bi-
plane he flew bareheaded, without goggles, 
and favoured single combat. 
 
What is this sculpture made of? 
Bronze 
 
This is a model for a much larger statue that 
is a war memorial to him in a park in his 
home town, Nottingham. Why might his town 
specially want to commemorate him, do you 
think? 
He was exceptional 
 

What is this man doing?  
 
What is he wearing? 
 
Where is he looking? Get someone to pose 
like him. 
 
In the First World War he was in one of the 
three armed services – which one, do you 
think? 
 
Air Force – which technically was not founded till 
the end of the war – the men pilots were serving 
as part of the Navy. 
 
He looks as though he is getting ready to do 
something – what? 
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How could an airman be exceptional – what did 
he manage to do? 
Destroy enemy planes - he shot down 43 enemy 
planes and a Zeppelin 
 
How long do you think he managed to survive 
while doing this? 
A few months only - already a national hero, he 
was killed in action over enemy territory on 7 May 
1917. 
 
THE MEMORIAL 
 
On the finished memorial the sculptor Henry 
Poole added a figure symbolising ‘Air’ rising 
up behind Albert Ball. Students work in groups 
for 2 minutes to come up with what sort of 
figure you think he might have added – they 
need to sketch it and/or be ready to describe 
it. 
 
Show picture of memorial – find by putting Albert 
Ball memorial Nottingham into a search engine –  
What do you think of this?  
 
In bronze it is possible to do things like this – it 
would have been much more difficult, if not 
impossible, in stone. 
 
Does it look better with or without this figure, 
do you think? 
 
 
 

 


