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Pat Martin’s Intimate Portraits of his Late Mother Win the
Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize 2019

(From left to right) Gail and Beaux; Mom (our last one) from the series Goldie (Mother) by Pat Martin, 2018 © Pat Martin; Pat Martin with his winning portraits.
Photograph by Jorge Herrera

Pat Martin has won the Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize 2019 for two works from his portrait series of his
late mother, Goldie (Mother). The £15,000 award was presented to the Los Angeles-based photographer at an awards
ceremony at the National Portrait Gallery, London, on Tuesday 5 November 2019. Second prize was awarded to Enda
Bowe for his portrait Neil, a young man photographed as part of Bowe’s series on the Belfast Conway estate, a
project documenting youth culture on either side of the Belfast ‘peace walls’. Garrod Kirkwood was awarded third
prize for his photograph The Hubbucks, a family on the cusp of a holiday adventure to Whitley Bay beach, England.
The winning portraits will be on display at the National Portrait Gallery, London as part of the Taylor Wessing
Photographic Portrait Prize 2019 exhibition from 7 November 2019 to 16 February 2020.

£15,000 First Prize: Pat Martin for Gail and Beaux and Mom (our last one) from the series Goldie (Mother).

Pat Martin (10.07.1992) is a photographer from Los Angeles, who uses photography to connect with personal
memories, while also working to understand his own relationship with time. His intimate series of portraits of his
mother, who struggled with addiction issues throughout her life, allowed Martin to reconnect with her and gave him
the opportunity to build upon an empty photo album. Martin says, ‘For most of my life, | misunderstood my mother
and witnessed how the world misunderstood her. Photographing her became a way of looking into a mirror and
finding details | never noticed. There were always new ones to discover, and something new to hide... | began this
project when at the 11 hour, and needing to reconnect, | chose to focus where | was fearful to look. When |
recognized | was without a document of her existence, the camera became a magnet, pulling in her direction over
and over, taking one memory at a time.’

The judges were unanimous in their depth of engagement with the two winning portraits which are, in turn, sensitive,
tough and even humorous. The photographer has captured something of the struggle and pride of his mother which



they felt speaks to the fragility of human experience and the power of the photographic portrait to express loss and
evoke memory. The photographer’s assured use of light and a confidence in his compositional approach to the figure
was greatly admired. Three further portraits from the series have been included in the display at the judges’
discretion to show the complexity of feeling expressed in Martin’s work.

£3,000 Second Prize: Enda Bowe for Neil from the series Love’s Fire Song.

Neil from the series Love’s Fire Song by Enda Bowe 2018 © Enda Bowe; second place winner Enda Bowe with his portrait. Photograph by Jorge Herrera

Enda Bowe (21.05.1972) is an Irish photographer based in London. Bowe’s work is concerned with storytelling and
the search for light and beauty in the ordinary. He has had work exhibited at Red Hook Gallery, New York; The V&A
Museum, London; Fotohof, Salzburg; Douglas Hyde Gallery, Dublin; and The Visual Centre Of Contemporary Art,
Ireland. Bowe's shortlisted work portrays Neil, a young man photographed as part of Bowe’s series on the Belfast
Conway estate. Bowe says, ‘| concentrated on the ordinary, the everyday. | used a saturated colour palette with only
subtle symbolisms, and without reference to the specific locations they were taken. Free from political and
geographical context, the photographs speak of longing, yearning, aspirations and vulnerabilities of young people in
Belfast today.’

The judges responded to the simplicity and beauty of this portrait, particularly in the photographer’s use of natural
light as well as the pose and expression achieved with his sitter. They found the sense of the subject’s interiority

compelling and that the image conveyed something of the confusion, uncertainty and rebellion of youth.

£2,000 Third Prize: Garrod Kirkwood for The Hubbucks from the series England.

The Hubbucks from the series England by Garrod Kirkwood, 2018 © Garrod Kirkwood; third prize winner Garrod Kirkwood with his portrait. Photograph by Jorge
Herrera



Garrod Kirkwood (29.05.1979) is a British photographer based on the North East coast of England. His work is driven
by the environment and the people that inhabit it. Kirkwood’s shortlisted photograph shows a family of individual
personalities, on the cusp of a holiday adventure. Kirkwood says, ‘This is a magical moment and portrait of a family
and group of individuals that we can all relate to.” Kirkwood describes the photograph, taken in Whitley Bay, England,
as ‘a cinematic scene from real life’.

The judges greatly enjoyed the vibrancy and sense of spontaneity in this image. They admired the strong and playful
use of colour as well as the interesting composition in which the car sits low in the frame. They agreed that the
photograph which shows a family - carefree and ready for adventure - was one that revelled in a collectively
treasured holiday memory many could relate to.

The annual Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize exhibition is one of the most prestigious photography awards
in the world and showcases new work that has been submitted by some of the most exciting contemporary
photographers. Since the international competition began in 1993, it has remained a hugely important platform for
portrait photographers and offers an unparalleled opportunity for celebrated professionals, emerging artists and
amateurs alike. The competition is in its twelfth year of sponsorship by Taylor Wessing.

The photographs are judged anonymously, and photographers were once again encouraged to submit works as a
series in addition to stand-alone portraits. The diversity of styles in the exhibition reflects the international mix of
entries as well as photographers’ individual and varied approaches to the genre of portraiture. The prize-winning
photographs were chosen from 3,700 submissions entered by 1,611 photographers from 70 countries. A total of 55
portraits from 31 artists have been selected for display, of which 13 submissions are a series.

Dr Nicholas Cullinan, Director, National Portrait Gallery, London, says: ‘The Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize
2019 exhibition brings together a wide selection of works that exemplify leading approaches to the genre of
photographic portraiture. | am grateful to all the photographers who entered photographs into this year’s
competition, and | would especially like to congratulate this year’s three prize winners, Pat Martin, Enda Bowe and
Garrod Kirkwood, for their outstanding contributions to the competition.’

Shane Gleghorn, Managing Partner at Taylor Wessing LLP, says: "Every year the Photographic Portrait Prize
showcases brilliant talent from across the world. We would like to offer our thanks to the photographers, who
entered from over 70 countries and exceeded 1600 in number, and of course congratulations to those who were
shortlisted. As the overall quality of the entrants was amazing, it was very difficult to select the final 55 portraits but |
believe that those final portraits are challenging, evocative and uplifting. The prize has become world-renowned
because of the unceasing quality of the images that are submitted and this year has seen an exceptional breadth of
vision and artistry from the photographers. We are grateful for the opportunity to support the National Portrait
Gallery in supporting such talent, and we take great pride in having championed these artists for the last 12 years."

This year’s judging panel was Dr Nicholas Cullinan, Chair (Director, National Portrait Gallery, London); Elaine
Constantine, Photographer and Film Director; Shane Gleghorn, Managing Partner, Taylor Wessing; Sara Hemming,
Co-Founder & Creative Director NATAAL, Magda Keaney (Senior Curator of Photographs, National Portrait Gallery,
London) and Nicola Shipley, Director GRAIN Projects.

This year’s exhibition will also feature previously unseen prints from a new body of work by New York based
photographer Ethan James Green. The prints will form the fifth In Focus display, an annual showcase for new work by
an internationally renowned photographer, which will be exhibited alongside the photographs selected from the
competition entries. Green’s first monograph ‘Young New York’ was published by Aperture in March 2019. These
striking black and white portraits were made between 2014-2018, focusing on the artist’s friends and community,



many taken in Corlears Red Hook Park on the Lower East Side. His new series of portraits sees him continue to work
with his own generation this time photographing couples. Green mixes personal projects with work as a high profile
fashion photographer working for magazines including Arena Homme+, i-D, LOVE, Self-Service, Vanity Fair, Vogue,
Vogue Homme, Vogue Italia, Vogue Paris, W and WSJ. Magazine.

TAYLOR WESSING PHOTOGRAPHIC PORTRAIT PRIZE 2019
7 November 2019 — 16 February 2020

Supported by Taylor Wessing

Full price tickets from £6

Concessions from £5

npg.org.uk/photoprize

PUBLICATION

A fully illustrated paperback catalogue will be published to accompany this exhibition. The catalogue will include all
photographs from this year’s exhibition and feature interviews with the In Focus photographer Ethan James Green
and the prize winners by Richard McClure. RRP £15

Press images can be downloaded any time from https://we.tl/t-83Q00JZQ8d.

For further Press information and image requests please contact:

Caitlin Brooker, Communications Assistant, National Portrait Gallery Tel: 020 7321 6435 (not for publication) / Email:
cbrooker@npg.org.uk

Laura McKechan, Senior Communications Manager, National Portrait Gallery Tel: 020 7321 6620 (not for publication)
/ Email: Imckechan@npg.org.uk

SELECTED PORTRAITS (Artist, title, series, location of photographer)

Alex Llopis Cardona Untitled from the series Persona Barcelona, Spain

Alex Llopis Cardona Untitled from the series Persona Barcelona, Spain

Aline Smithson Shaq from the series LOST Il: Los Angeles Los Angeles, California, USA

Amy Friend Wayfinding in Cold Light from the series Multi-Verse Niagara, Canada

Amy Touchette Keilah and Shaquana from the series Personal Ties: Portraits of Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn Brooklyn, New
York, USA

Amy Touchette Linda, Chastity, and Jada from the series Personal Ties: Portraits of Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn Brooklyn,
New York, USA

Amy Touchette Teneale from the series Personal Ties: Portraits of Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn Brooklyn, New York, USA
Catherine Hyland Young Sumo Wrestler Training in the Terelj National Park London, UK

Cheryle St. Onge Untitled from the series Calling the Birds Home North Carolina, USA

Chris Hoare Candy outside Cash Converters spending last night’s slot machine winnings, Gold Coast, Australia from the series
The Worst Poem in the Universe Bristol, UK

Chris Hoare Falling down the stairs, Townsville, Australia from the series The Worst Poem in the Universe Bristol, UK
Dominick Sheldon Manjura from the series New Delhi New York, USA

Dominick Sheldon Nodi from the series New Delhi New York, USA

Enda Bowe Neil from the series Love’s Fire Song London, UK

Enda Bowe Ron from the series Love’s Fire Song London, UK

Evelyn Natalia Bencicova Ellie from the series The Rite Bratislava, Slovakia

Evelyn Natalia Bencicova Holly from the series The Rite Bratislava, Slovakia

Evelyn Natalia Bencicova Rafi from the series The Rite Bratislava, Slovakia

Garrod Kirkwood The Hubbucks from the series England London, UK

Jack Taylor Gotch Blackpool Skinhead from the series ‘Inherently Punk’ London, UK

Jenny Lewis Rosy and Herb (Stage 4 Bowel Cancer 36/100 Years) from the series 100 Years London, England

Jermaine Francis Dekar in my DNA London, UK

Jouk Oosterhof Anika, 13 years from the series Invisible, In Focus: Child Brides in Bangladesh Amsterdam, Netherlands

Jouk Oosterhof Jesmin, 16 years from the series Invisible, In Focus: Child Brides in Bangladesh Amsterdam, Netherlands


https://we.tl/t-83QOoJZQ8d

Jouk Oosterhof Sabina, 16 years from the series Invisible, In Focus: Child Brides in Bangladesh Amsterdam, Netherlands
Jouk Oosterhof Sajeda, 15 years from the series Invisible, In Focus: Child Brides in Bangladesh Amsterdam, Netherlands
Jouk Oosterhof Shahida, 16 years from the series Invisible, In Focus: Child Brides in Bangladesh Amsterdam, Netherlands
Kovi Konowiecki Mara from the series Driftwood Long Beach, CA, USA and Mexico City, Mexico

Marcin T. Jozefiak Ma Anand Sheela now from the series Wild Wood Country — Portraits of Ma Anand Sheela Manchester, UK
Maria Konstanse Bruun Then and in between now #sleeping in the mirror next to portrait Norway & U.K

Mark McEvoy Wai at home in Kaiti, Tiranga-nui-a-Kiwa (Gisborne), Aotearoa (New Zealand) London, UK

Oded Wagenstein Mordechai and Aryeh Tel Aviv, Israel

Pat Martin Gail and Beaux from the series Goldie (Mother) Los Angeles, California, USA

Pat Martin Gail and Kenny from the series Goldie (Mother) Los Angeles, California, USA

Pat Martin Gail and Tobias from the series Goldie (Mother) Los Angeles, California, USA

Pat Martin Mom (our last one) from the series Goldie (Mother) Los Angeles, California, USA

Pat Martin Mother from the series Goldie (Mother) Los Angeles, California, USA

Phil Sharp Cat Power and Grey from the series You Are Here Now London, UK

Piotr Karpinski Post Mortem Home Visits No. 1 from the series Post Mortem Home Visits, part of the ‘Let’s Talk about Life and
Death Darling’ project. London, UK

Rebecca Naen Dr Fatumina from the series Learning to Love London, UK

Rebecca Naen Emily Bador from the series Learning to Love London, UK

Reme Campos Trans[ition] Love. Elio and Luci from the series Trans[ition]. Portraits of transgender teens London, UK
Rory Doyle Delacroix-like Dance from the series Delta Hill Riders Cleveland, Mississippi, USA

Rory Doyle Gee Rise Up from the series Delta Hill Riders Cleveland, Mississippi, USA

Rory Doyle Newest Cowboy in Town from the series Delta Hill Riders Cleveland, Mississippi, USA

Rory Doyle Rodeo Future from the series Delta Hill Riders Cleveland, Mississippi, USA

Rory Doyle Young Riders from the series Delta Hill Riders Cleveland, Mississippi, USA

Seamus Ryan Captain Hannah Graf MBE for Pride in London London, UK

Sirli Raitma Eha (02) from the series Eha: Portraits of my mother London, UK

Sirli Raitma Eha (04) from the series Eha: Portraits of my mother London, UK

Snezhana von Bidingen Sofie hanging out with her brother’s friends from the series Meeting Sofie Cologne, Germany
Snezhana von Bidingen Sofie in the kitchen from the series Meeting Sofie Cologne, Germany

Tristan Still Raynen New South Wales, Australia

Vikram Kushwah Boys Tidying Their Hair from the series The Education | Never Had Oxfordshire, UK

Vikram Kushwah Friends in Red Sweaters from the series The Education | Never Had Oxfordshire, UK

Taylor Wessing is a leading full-service international law firm with over 350 partners and 1100 lawyers in 19 jurisdictions around
the world. We work with clients in the most dynamic industries helping them succeed by thinking innovatively about their business
issues. Our focus on the industries of tomorrow has enabled us to develop market-leading expertise in Technology, Media and
Communications, Life Sciences and Private Wealth.
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