
 

COMING HOME Case Study 

Portrait of Jessica Ennis Hill by Kate Peters, Western Park Museum, Sheffield  
 

   

1. Introduction 

Dame Jessica Ennis-Hill is one of Britain’s most successful track and field athletes, specialising in 
the multi-discipline heptathlon and pentathlon events. Born and raised in Sheffield, she was 
introduced to athletics at a young age, by her parents, and performed successfully in junior 
competitions as a member of the City of Sheffield and Dearne Athletics Club. She achieved her 
first heptathlon world title in 2009 (and won again in 2011 and 2015), but it was her 2012 gold 
medal win at the London 2012 Olympics which earned her legendary sporting status. 
 
Ennis-Hill is now retired from professional athletics, but continues to promote sport and healthy 
living. She still lives in Sheffield and is a patron of the Sheffield children’s hospital.  

 

2. Participants 

 Local families 

 General visitors 

 

3. Activity 

An interactive feedback point consisting of a part-3D gold postbox and postcards with prompt 

questions. The gold post box referenced the ‘welcome home’ celebrations for Ennis-Hill after her 

triumphant 2012 Olympic Games and created a talking point to prompt comments and 

discussion. 

 

Four themed free drop-in sessions for families to get creative, held during the summer holidays. 

These were called ‘Going for Gold’. Participants designed and made their own trophies and 

medals. The sessions explored ‘identity’, encouraging participants to think about what they are 



good at and how to celebrate this. One of these sessions was aimed specifically at Under 5s and 

included an element of messy play.  

 

4. Outcomes and reflections 

       The family programme engaged a total of 397 participants. 

Outcomes for participants included: 

 Visitors engaging with the post box activity enjoyed the experience of contributing to the 
museum displays (responses were displayed on the wall). They were observed discussing the 
questions posed, debating their local heroes and expressing their thoughts through words 
and drawings. 
 

 Participants at the ‘Going for Gold’ sessions used creative and imaginative skills to make 
trophies and medals. In many cases older family member assisted younger family members 
with practical tasks and coming up with ideas. Younger visitors were encouraged to celebrate 
their personal strength and achievements and be proud of themselves.  

 

Outcomes for the Museum included: 

 The organisation was able to build on its plans to make the museum displays more interactive 
and offer more opportunities to collect and share visitors’ voices. The project was a reminder 
that such interaction can be low-tech and focus on a single museum object.  

 

 The opportunity to hold several free drop-in sessions for families helped ensure Weston Park 
Museum catered to its audiences in the busy summer holiday period.  

 

5. Selected feedback 

Family was the dominant theme; for example many responses to ‘who is your local hero?’ suggested 

a family member. ‘What does home mean to you’ typically elicited a response about being near 

family, and people giving it a sense of place. In the creative sessions participants often chose to make 

a medal or trophy for a family member to celebrate their achievements or to say thank you. 

   

 

 

 


