
 

COMING HOME Case Study 

Portrait of Lord Byron by Thomas Phillips, Newstead Abbey 
 

       

1. Introduction 

Lord Byron (1788 – 1824) was a romantic poet, whose flamboyant personality captured the 
imagination of Europe. The publication of Childe Harold's Pilgrimage (1812) made him famous 
overnight, and his Don Juan (1819-24) is the ultimate satire of Regency society.  
 
This portrait, was on display at Newstead Abbey, Byron’s home between 1808 - 1814. It shows 
him at the age of 25, dressed in a traditional Albanian costume, and is one of the most famous 
and enduring images of the poet at the height of his fame.  

 

2. Participants 

General visitors: 7,499 
Schools: Year 1&2 students from Newstead Primary School 
Families: approx. 20 participants 
 

 

3. Activity 

Participants engaged with the portrait in a number of ways: 

 

 General visitors were asked to respond to the painting using prompt cards from the 

Toolkit, (What does home mean to you? and Ask the painting a question templates). 

There was also a sketchbook for visitors to record responses. 

 Families were asked to respond to the idea of Home and encouraged to create poetry 

using prompt cards. The space also contains dressing up clothes, poetry and objects 

relating to Byron and his time at Newstead.  



 A poetry workshop encouraging families to create poetry in response to the project 

themes: Home, Place and Identity. 

 A literacy project with local school Newstead Primary School, with a freelance Poet and 

Theatre maker, exploring the themes of Identity and Home. This project began with a visit 

to Newstead to use the portrait as a starting point for creative writing. The group then 

used this experience back at school to explore writing about pets, dream homes and 

portraits. 

 Working with a trainee teacher to identify themes from the painting and explore how 

these could be used by teachers as a creative stimulus for learning. 

 

4. Outcomes and reflections 

 

 Participants  

 School Sessions:  

o The main impact was encouraging a love and enthusiasm for writing with the 

primary school class. The children involved were very engaged, didn’t need to be 

encouraged to write and were excited about each session 

o Connection between the Hall and the local community, a lot of the children knew 

the Hall but had never been inside. 

o Increased vocabulary and different approaches to writing modelled by the freelance 

poet. 

 Poetry sessions for families: increased involvement by visitors in the House and its stories 

by using poetry prompts and activities in the interactive family space. 

 
Organisation 

 
 Opportunity to build and develop links with the local primary school  

 Three new literacy session for schools, developed with the freelance poet and in 

collaboration with the local primary, helping to build profile as a site for writing and literacy 

 Opportunity to trial led poetry and writing activities with visitors  

 Creation of a document with curriculum ideas for schools around the portrait and the life 

and character of Lord Byron 

 Increased engagement opportunities for general visitors around the house and a chance to 

trial new resources (such as the prompt cards), focusing on a particular item in the 

collection. 

 

 

 



5. Selected feedback 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


