
 

Coming Home Case Study 
 
Portrait of Abigail Owuo; Stormzy by Olivia Rose,  
Museum of Croydon, S. London  
 

   
Image of the artist PINS in the installation Courtesy of Museum of Croydon, Photograph Copyright Alfie Shillingford 

 

1. Introduction 

Grime star Stormzy is an award-winning musician and one of Croydon’s most famous residents. In 

2017, his album, Gang Signs & Prayer was the first Grime album to reach the UK album charts, 

debuting at number one. 2019 saw him become the first Grime artist to play the coveted headline 

slot on the Pyramid Stage at Glastonbury. Stormzy is a strong and active supporter of minority 

groups and is currently funding two scholarships at Cambridge University. He also founded a 

writer’s prize for authors under 30 years of age. 

This portrait by the photographer Olivia Rose, was displayed as part of an installation curated by 
the artist PINS – another Croydon local.  

 

2. Participants 

 Families 

 Church Group visitors  
 



3. Activity 

Four activities linked to the installation, three of which were part of the regular family events 
programme which runs at weekends and during school holidays.  

 
i. Self Portrait Activity 

 
The mirror film from the wall of the 
installation surrounding the portrait 
was used to create individual hand-
held mirrors. This warped the 
viewer’s face in different ways 
resulting in a different sort of self-
portrait. Simple frames were 
provided for participants to draw 
their portraits inside.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

ii. Home Jigsaw Puzzle Activity 
 
Children customised a jigsaw puzzle featuring a home, to reflect the installation, which was based 
around the idea of a living room. 35 piece and 9 piece jigsaw puzzles were created to cater for 
different ages and abilities of children.    
 

 
 



 
iii. Make your own Croydon skyline  

 
A map of Croydon was used to draw 
iconic buildings in the area that are 
both residential and commercial. 
Children were invited to draw their 
own house and plot it on the map 
as a pop-up creation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

iv. A curated visit to the exhibition from a local church group was led by the artist PINS. He explained 
the concept of the installation, invited members to look at this work and take part in the 
installation to record their thoughts on the meaning of Home.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

v. Bricks spelling out the word Home were an interactive element in the exhibition allowing the 
visitors to engage directly with the installation and answer the question ‘What does Home mean 
to you?’ 



 

 

Three separate primary schools engaged with the activity, taking boxes away to decorate in school 

and then bringing the class back to engage with the installation and see their works in situ. – Here St 

Cyprians Greek Orthodox school class are 

examining their boxes in the installation.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Outcomes and reflections 

  

 Participants enjoyed the installation. Some learnt more about Stormzy and the history of 
Grime in Croydon.  



 They learnt more about the contemporary collections at the National Portrait Gallery and 
how the gallery is working with partners across the country.  

 They said that they enjoyed the interactive bricks and loved decorating them and being a 
lasting part of the installation. 

 The bricks and associated visitor responses from the installation have been retained and 
archived.  

 Family activities were devised and created by apprentices for the first time. This proved 
successful and led to creative and inventive ideas. 

 Being able to actively involve visitors in the installation was really popular and something the 
Museum has replicated since with a subsequent exhibition.  

 Working with the artist PINS opened up the exhibition to new audiences. 

 Involvement in the COMING HOME project increased visitor numbers and diversified 
audiences 

 The installation design – as a living room space, with its bright, colourful wallpaper was 

inviting and attracted people to the space  

 PINS’ active engagement with audiences in the gallery was a positive asset 

 

5. Selected feedback 

 
“This is a fun activity thanks for organising it”  
“It was a great idea”  
 
“Excited to see what comes next, but I’ll miss this one! Every time I’m in there doing research it makes 
me smile to remember the bricks me and XXXX drew on. Saw some visitors in there yesterday talking 
about the installation and taking several photos of the whole thing.” 
 
“Beautiful installation by @PINSpired featuring @stormzy at the #MuseumofCroydon ...lovely way to 
involve the locals and visitors! #portraitscominghome”  
 
 “Wherever you are that is home” 
 
“A home is not just a building, it’s a feeling of love, joy and belonging”  

https://twitter.com/PINSpired
https://twitter.com/stormzy
https://twitter.com/hashtag/MuseumofCroydon?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/portraitscominghome?src=hash
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