
 

Weekend Workshop: 
My (De)generation 

with Sadie Lee 
Saturday 26th & Sunday 27th October, 2019 

 

 
 

Acknowledging the 100-year anniversary of the formation of the Weimar Republic, artist Sadie Lee leads this 
weekend painting workshop looking at some of the fascinating styles and subjects that influenced artists of 
the era. Sadie will introduce her method and practice and look at artists and works that have inspired her 
distinctive style from the New Objectivity Movement in Germany and beyond. You will contemplate the use of 
caricature and application of paint in works by leading artists of the era including Otto Dix and Christian Schad. 
You will consider the choice of sitter and how their pose and mood can add drama and impact to the work. 
You will work directly from a Weimar-inspired model, ‘Glamorous recluse and freelance wordsmith’ Sophia 
Wyeth, whose classic style and fascinating face exude a bygone age, to make initial studies and take 
photographs as reference for a painting. On Day Two, you will make preparatory sketches for a composition 
that will be worked up in acrylic paint. Suitable for those with some experience of painting. All materials 
provided. 

Scarlet Woman –  

Portrait of Scarlett Cannon 

By Sadie Lee 

Oil on raw linen 2019 

 



 

 
 
 

Sadie Lee is a figurative painter making realistic images of real people. Her work first came to wider public 
attention in 1992 when her painting Erect - a self portrait with a partner - was selected for exhibition in the BP 
Portrait Award at the National Portrait Gallery, London. In 1996 Lee won the BP Travel Award, enabling her to 
travel to Exotic World Burlesque Museum in California's Mojave Desert. There she met and painted a number 
of former Burlesque Stars from the 1940s - 1960s, now elderly and retired, in costumes from their former 
days. The exhibition A Dying Art; Ladies of Burlesque was shown at the National Portrait Gallery in 1997 and 
toured to Aberdeen, Sunderland and Belfast. In 2007 Lee showed a series of large-scale oil paintings of Holly 
Woodlawn, legendary Warhol Superstar drag queen, in And then He was a She -Paintings of Holly 
Woodlawn at Salford Museum and Art Gallery. After its initial premiere in Salford, the show travelled to the 
Novas Gallery, Liverpool, The Drill Hall, London and was shown in Berlin at the Schwules Museum in 2010. 
Sadie hosts the Gallery’s quarterly Queer Perspectives programme, in which she talks to a guest about works 
in the Gallery which have a personal resonance. 
 

 
Model Sophia Wyeth by David Pickens 
 

Workshop assistant: Alison Wood 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Saturday 26th October (Day One) * 
 
11.00 – 11.30  

 Introduction and overview of the aims of the workshop, with plans for the two days 

 Powerpoint presentation  

 Tea and coffee will be provided 
 
11.30 – 12.00 

 Gallery visit 
 
12.00 – 1pm 

 Activity 1 –  Pencil sketches of model from life 
 

13.00 – 13.30  

 Lunch break 
 
13.30 – 14.30   

 Using pencil, ink and wash to create a stylised work in the style of a selected artist 
 
14.30 -14.40  

 Break  
 
14.40 – 15.40 

 Activity 4 – Considering the pose 

 Taking the photographs – 

 Cameras and printing – select two photographs to print 
 
15.40 – 16.40 

 Ideas Board: 1 Hour 

 Thumbnail sketches and ideas of how you would use your selected photographs 
 
16.40 – 17.00  

 Discuss images, preparation and requirements for following day painting session 
 

17.00 

 Workshop ends 
 
17.50              
• Gallery closes 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Sunday  27th October (Day Two) * 
 
11.00 – 11.30 

 PowerPoint: painting technique broken down in to stages 
 
11.30 – 12.00: 

 Rough out composition actual size 
 
12.00  - 13.00  

 Begin sketching in pencil or tonal paint study 
 
13.00 – 13.30  

 Lunch Break 
 
13.30 – 16.30    

 Build up painting from sketches and reference material 

 Experiment with same image and different approaches if preferred 
 
16.30  – 17.00 

 Clear Materials 

 Present piece, group critique 
 
17.00 

 Workshop ends 
 
17.50              

 Gallery closes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Please note, this schedule is for guidance only and may be subject to change. 


