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Late Shift Tours offer an alternative way of exploring the
National Portrait Gallery by presenting personal responses
and perspectives on the Collection. In celebration of the 10th 
birthday of Queer Perspectives, take a queer-themed stroll 
through the Gallery and see artist and curator Sadie Lee’s 
selection of portraits.

Over the past decade, Sadie has invited guests to select, discuss 
and highlight works in the Collection and beyond which have a 
personal resonance, often teasing out surprising links and hidden 
histories. Past guests include Ali Smith, Sunil Gupta, David 
McAlmont, Andrew Logan, Amy Lamé, Richard Dyer, David Holah, 
Neil Bartlett, Scottee and Bird La Bird.

Queer Perspectives is 10!, a late night event at the Gallery on 
Thursday 9 November, 2017 celebrates its first decade and brings 
together past contributors and new faces.

To begin your tour, go to the top of the escalator
and turn right in to Room 1.

2nd Floor
King Henry VIII (with King Henry VII) (NPG 4027)  – Room 1
George Villiers, 1st Duke of Buckingham (NPG 3840) – Room 4
Queen Anne (NPG 6187) – Room 8

1st Floor
Charles de Sousy Ricketts (NPG 3106)  – Room 28
Virginia Woolf  (NPG 5933) – Room 30
Radclyffe Hall (NPG 4347) – Room 31
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Tim Redfern, a.k.a. Glamorous Bearded Lady Timberlina, 
memorably selected this life-size sketch for Queer Perspectives. 
I assumed Tim had chosen it in reference to Henry’s introduction 
of The Buggery Act in 1533, making engagement in the act of 
sodomy (for anyone, not just men) punishable by execution. 
However, Tim admitted that his selection had nothing to do 
with the Act - he had a huge crush on the King and he picked 
the portrait merely as an opportunity to ogle Henry, who he 
considered to be a ‘Hot Bear’.

King Henry VIII (with King Henry VII) 
by Hans Holbein the Younger
ink and watercolour, circa 1536-1537
Floor 2, Room 1

It was a simple idea: to invite creative thinkers and makers to 
the National Portrait Gallery to cast their queer eye over the 
Collection. Simple, but in 2007, revolutionary. To have a Queer-
centric event not just as a tokenistic tribute to LGBT History Month 
or as a pop-up party for Pride, but as a regular mainstay of the 
public programme. A decade on and we’re still here, still Queer.

Huge thanks to the Gallery for the championing and valuing of 
Queer contributions to ongoing conversations. I hope that you 
enjoy the selected images, just a few from the many portraits 
that my invited guests have chosen over the years. Thank you for 
coming and know that you, whoever you are and whomever you 
love, are welcome here.

Sadie Lee, 2017

Sadie Lee 
by Robert Taylor
2017
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The courtier George Villiers, with his fabulous legs, has cropped 
up more than once at Queer Perspectives.  Painted here aged 
24, he was made a Knight of the Garter in 1616 and was known 
as the ‘favourite’ of King James I. Their intimate relationship was 
an open secret at court and in response to the Privy Council’s 
criticism, the King defended himself: “I, James, am neither a God 
nor an Angel, but a man like any other... You may be sure that I love 
the Earl of Buckingham more than anyone else... I wish to speak in 
my own behalf and not to have it thought to be a defect.”

Queen Anne’s romantic friendship with her intimidating friend 
Sarah Churchill was tumultuous. After a row, Sarah is believed to 
have initiated rumours hinting at the Queen’s lesbian proclivities, 
including a ballad about her new Lady of the Bedchamber, 
Abigail Masham, Churchill’s own younger and poorer cousin. ‘Her 
secretary she was not, because she could not write  But had the 
conduct and the care of some dark deeds at night’.

George Villiers, 1st Duke of Buckingham
attributed to William Larkin, and studio of William Larkin
oil on canvas, circa 1616
Floor 2, Room 4

Queen Anne
by Michael Dahl
oil on canvas, circa 1702
Floor 2, Room 8
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Charles Ricketts was an artist, illustrator, theatre designer, author, 
printer and collector who was selected for Queer Perspectives 
by writer Shaun Levin. This portrait was painted by his life-long 
partner Charles Shannon, whose matching self-portrait hangs 
adjacent. The pair lived together and founded The Dial magazine 
and Vale Press. The artist William Rothenstein wrote: ‘Shannon 
was as quiet and inarticulate as Ricketts was restless and 
eloquent...Oscar Wilde said that Ricketts was like an orchid, and 
Shannon like a marigold... I revered these two men,
for their simple and austere ways, their fine taste and fine manners. 
They seemed to stand apart from other artists of the time.’ 

Virginia Woolf is another mainstay of Queer Perspectives, 
selected by writers Alan Hollinghurst and Ali Smith amongst 
others. Woolf had many love affairs with women, notably the 
writer and gardener Vita Sackville-West, to whom she dedicated 
her gender-expansive fantasy Orlando: A Biography. Struggling 
with depression, she took her own life in 1941. In contrast, this 
intimate study by her sister Vanessa Bell brings to mind the 
character of Mrs Ramsay in To The Lighthouse (1927): ‘For now 
she need not think about anybody. She could be herself, by 
herself...  Although she continued to knit, and sat upright, it was 
thus that she felt herself; and this self having shed its attachments 
was free for the strangest adventures.’

Charles de Sousy Ricketts
by Charles Haslewood Shannon
oil on canvas, 1898
Floor 1, Room 28

Virginia Woolf
by Vanessa Bell (née Stephen)
oil on board, 1912
Floor 1, Room 30
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Queer Perspectives is a quarterly event which takes place in 
February, May, August and November.

2017 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the partial decriminalisation 
of male homosexual behaviour in England and Wales and offers the 
opportunity to reflect on a key moment when notions of sexuality and 
identity were being questioned and attitudes transformed. Queer 
Perspectives is 10! is part of I Am Me, a year-long season of events
at the National Portrait Gallery exploring art, gender and identity. 

npg.org.uk/whatson/i-am-me

Marguerite Antonia Radclyffe Hall (known professionally as 
‘Radclyffe Hall’ and privately as ‘John’) was a poet and author,
best regarded for the ground-breaking novel The Well of 
Loneliness, which rather than celebrating lesbianism, is, I feel,
so dour that it may even put people off. Hall had enduring 
relationships with women and self-identified as an ‘invert’.

The novelist Ethel Mannin, describing Hall in 1929, wrote:
‘Her masculinity, sartorially, is of the exquisite tailor-made kind 
and she is one of the handsomest women I have ever met... She 
is slightly built without giving an impression of smallness: there is 
about her... a curious mingling of sensitiveness and strength,
a sort of clean-cut hardness...’

Radclyffe Hall
by Charles Buchel 
oil on canvas, 1918
Floor 1, Room 31
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