
 

 

Cecil Beaton’s Bright Young Things 

Photography Competition - Schools 

Open for entries 20 January – 18 May 2020 

 

Cecil Beaton by Paul Tanquery, 1937. The Cecil Beaton Studio Archive at Sotheby’s © Estate of Paul Tanquery 

 

 

Inspired by the National Portrait Gallery’s forthcoming exhibition Cecil Beaton’s Bright Young 

Things, we invite students to create their own portrait photographs in response. 

This major new exhibition explores the extravagant world of the glamorous and stylish ‘Bright 

Young Things’ of the twenties and thirties, seen through the eye of renowned British photographer 

Cecil Beaton. It brings to life a deliriously eccentric, glamorous and creative era of British cultural 

life, combining High Society and the avant-garde, artists and writers, socialites and partygoers.  

Take inspiration from the exhibition and enter our competition to showcase today’s ‘Bright Young 

Things’. The competition will be judged by the Curator of the exhibition, Robin Muir, and 

photographer Tim Walker.  

https://www.npg.org.uk/whatson/exhibitions/2019/cecil-beatons-bright-young-things/
https://www.npg.org.uk/whatson/exhibitions/2019/cecil-beatons-bright-young-things/


   

Left to right: Maxine Freeman-Thomas dressed for Ascot in the year 2000 for the Dream of Fair Women Ball by Cecil 
Beaton, 1928. © The Cecil Beaton Studio Archive at Sotheby's. 
Anna May Wong by Cecil Beaton, c.1929. © The Cecil Beaton Studio Archive at Sotheby’s 
Baba Beaton as Heloise for the Great London Pageant of Lovers by Cecil Beaton, 1927. National Portrait Gallery, London 
© The Cecil Beaton Studio Archive at Sotheby's 

 
Invitation to students: 
Take inspiration from Cecil Beaton’s photography and create your own portrait inspired by the 

themes of our exhibition:  

- Costume and Masquerade: Beaton often attended extravagant costume parties with his 
friends and acquaintances. Have fun dressing up! Capture yourself or your friends in 
creative costumes made from everyday items. 

- Fashion and style: Beaton photographed for some of the world’s leading fashion magazines, 
including Vogue. Create images to evoke current trends and/or your own personal style. 
 

- Props: As a teenager, when taking photographs of his younger sisters Nancy and Baba, 
Beaton would use everyday items as props to create glorious backdrops for his portrait 
photographs. Transform everyday materials into glamourous accessories. Be inventive 
with props and backdrops to tell a story in your photograph.  

 
- Performance: Whether capturing well-known performers, or finding artistic inspiration in 

the performances taking place around him, the idea of performance was central to Beaton’s 
portraiture. Perform for the camera – create a character and record this performance with 
photography. 

 
- Self-Portraits: Alongside portraits of his family, friends and celebrities Beaton also made 

many self-portraits. From a young age, he used mirrors and props to present himself as an 
artist at work in his studio, and transformed his appearance using costumes, wigs and 
makeup into fabulous theatrical alter-egos. Consider how to create and present a self-
portrait photograph. What aspects of yourself would this image explore? Show yourself as 
an artist at work with your camera, or play with the idea of identity and dressing up. 

 



Cecil Beaton 
Cecil Beaton was one of the leading British photographers of the twentieth century. His early studio 
portraits often involved elaborate theatrical backdrops, and helped define the image of the 'Bright 
Young Thing'. This exhibition will bring to life an eccentric, glamorous and creative era of British 
cultural life. 
 
Images for inspiration 
Research the photographs of Cecil Beaton in the National Portrait Gallery’s Collection and the Cecil 
Beaton Studio Archive, Sotheby’s. 
https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp05064/cecil-beaton?role=art 
 
Who Can Enter 
The Schools Category is open to all students at primary and secondary schools and colleges in Key 
Stage One to Five.  
 
How to enter: 
Contact education@npg.org.uk to register your interest, title your email Bright Young Things 
competition in the subject line. In your email include your school name and postcode. 
You will receive an entry form and online folder link to upload your school’s images. Only high-

resolution images will be eligible for display at the Gallery.  

Upload the images and entry form to your school folder by the closing date of Monday 18 May 

2020 at 12.00. 

Proof of consent for anyone under the age of eighteen who is identifiable in the photographs will 

need to be supplied by all photographers in order for photographs to be displayed at the gallery 

and featured on our website and social media channels. (Please use the attached consent form). 

Teachers are advised to talk through the consent form with students. 

Judges 
Entries will be judged by the Curator of the exhibition, Robin Muir, and photographer Tim Walker. 
Winners will be notified after the competition closing date. We are unable to contact everyone who 
enters the competition so if you haven’t heard from the Gallery seven days after the closing date, 
you have not been successful.   
 
Prizes 
The winning entries will be displayed online. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.npg.org.uk/whatson/exhibitions/2019/cecil-beatons-bright-young-things/
https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person?LinkID=mp05064&role=art&wPage=1
https://www.sothebys.com/en/buy/cecil-beaton-studio-archive#overview
https://www.sothebys.com/en/buy/cecil-beaton-studio-archive#overview
https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp05064/cecil-beaton?role=art
mailto:education@npg.org.uk


Terms and conditions 

All entries can be taken using either a camera, smartphone or tablet. 
 
The competition is limited to three entries per individual student. 
 
Images must be produced in response to the exhibition Cecil Beaton’s Bright Young Things and 
must be identifiable as portraits. 
 
By submitting your students’ work, you confirm that the contributions are their own original work, 
are not defamatory and do not infringe any UK laws. 
 
By submitting your students’ work, you confirm that the consent of a parent / guardian for anyone 
under eighteen who is identifiable in the images has been given. Proof of consent for anyone under 
the age of eighteen who is identifiable in the photographs will need to be supplied by all shortlisted 
photographers (please use the attached consent form).  
 
By entering the competition, you confirm that the National Portrait Gallery may reproduce images 
for the purposes of marketing and promotion, including use on the Gallery website and social 
media sites and the images can be displayed at the National Portrait Gallery. 
 
The photographer will retain copyright but grant the Gallery permission to reproduce the work, 
without charge, in connection with the Cecil Beaton’s Bright Young Things exhibition and 
competition. 
 
All entries must be submitted by 12.00 on Monday 18 May 2020. Entries received after this time 
will not be eligible for consideration. 
 
The judges will select three winning photos in the schools category (first, second and third prize).  
 
No cash alternative. 
 
The Gallery reserves the right to substitute the prize with one of similar value at its own discretion.  
 
The Gallery also reserves the right to withdraw or amend the competition as necessary due to 
circumstances outside its control. 
 
Employees of the National Portrait Gallery their families, agents or anyone else connected with the 
competition are not permitted to enter. 
 
 
Supported by  
 

  



 

 

 

Bright Young Things Photography Competition Schools Category 

Parental Consent Form for use of Images of Children 

 

I, ………………………………………………………….. the parent / guardian of: 

(Childs full name) ………………………………………………………….. 

Hereby give (Photographer’s name) ……………………………………………………………. 

Permission to enter this photograph depicting my child (under 18) named above, for the National 

Portrait Gallery photography competition Bright Young Things. 

 

I also give permission for this image to be used for the following uses: 

Please tick the boxes below 

Display on the National Portrait Gallery’s website   

      

Marketing and Publicity materials including press, press releases, social media  

 

School …………………………………………………….. Date …………………………………………. 
 
Image number / title of work ……………………………………………………..……………….. 

 
 
 

Data Protection 
The National Portrait Gallery is committed to protecting your privacy.  All personal data given on 
this form will be held and processed securely by the Gallery in accordance with the GDPR and Data 
Protection Act 2018. It will only be used to administer your permissions as you have indicated 
above. For more information, please see the Gallery’s Privacy Notice. 
https://www.npg.org.uk/footer/privacy-cookies.php 

 

https://www.npg.org.uk/footer/privacy-cookies.php

