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Weekend Workshop
Donald Urquhart’s Michael Jackson Alphabet:
the bigger picture
Saturday 4 August, 2018
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Artist Donald Urquhart leads a one-day masterclass. Beginning with a visit to Michael Jackson: On the Wall, Donald will then explain his approach to making A Michael Jackson Alphabet (2017) and discuss methods of scaling up text pieces and sketches, with a view to transferring them to large canvasses or mural works using traditional and unconventional methods. There will then follow a practical session covering various methods of copying and scaling up artwork, from using projectors and photocopiers to simple tracing paper and pencil. He will also demonstrate using brush and ink, which he prefers to pen. Open to all abilities, materials provided.
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Donald Urquhart – biography

Before becoming an artist, Scottish-born Urquhart worked as a postman, model and fashion
journalist, later becoming a key player in the performance-art and drag-club scene in 1980s London. He first received recognition for his ink on paper works in 2000, made for nightclub The Beautiful Bend that he had cofounded in the early 1990s. The early series Peroxides on Parole featured portraits of legendary 1950s film actresses and singers, such as Dusty Springfield, Jayne Mansfield and Bette Davis, rendered in a simple black graphic style reminiscent of both Aubrey Beardsley’s illustrations and Pop Art. More recently he has made ‘alphabet’ word and image works focusing on single celebrity personas, including Joan Crawford and Judy Garland, which he has described as ‘an obituary in 26 parts’. These works interrogate the sensationalising effect of
celebrity on the personal and interior lives of its subjects, so often blighted by drugs, alcohol and mental illness. He has been the subject of solo exhibitions at contemporary galleries in London and California, and his work has been included in group exhibitions at Museum für Moderne Kunst, Frankfurt (2007), Dulwich Picture Gallery, London (2008), and the State Hermitage Museum, St Petersburg (2009).
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Workshop Assistant: Helena Garcia

Schedule

11.00 – 11.20

· Introduction and overview of the aims of the workshop, with plans for the day
· Tea and coffee will be provided

11.20– 11.45

· Exhibition visit mainly focusing on Donald’s A Michael Jackson Alphabet (2017), touching on works by Richard Bernstein and Andy Warhol and a brief tour of the other exhibits.

11.45 – 13.30

· Donald will discuss his approach to A Michael Jackson Alphabet and explain his methods, covering using brush and ink, scaling images, creating fonts and drawing text and images from photos
· Participants will have the opportunity to make tracings onto paper from Donald’s 
  	original tracing paper sheets with a view to inking them in after lunch using a brush

13.30 – 14.00

·  Lunch break. Attendees may choose to visit Michael Jackson: On the Wall in their own time

14.00 – 15.00

· Practical experience of using a 3/0 brush, inking in tracings from the morning session

15.00 – 17.00

· Individual tuition from Donald and further demonstrations of brush work
· Donald will also share examples of zines he has made and collages that involve no drawing at all 

17.00

· Workshop ends

17.50

· Gallery closes
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