
 

 

What’s On 

December 2017– February 2018 

 

The National Portrait Gallery is home to the largest collection of 

portraits in the world and celebrates the lives and achievements 

of those who have influenced British history, culture and identity. 

 

National Portrait Gallery 

St Martin’s Place, London WC2H 0HE 

 

020 7306 0055   Recorded information 020 7312 2463 

 

Entry to the Gallery is free 

An entry fee is charged for some exhibitions. 

Nearest Tube: Leicester Square or Charing Cross 

Nearest Mainline Train: Charing Cross 

Buses to Trafalgar Square 

 



Opening Hours 

Daily 10.00 – 18.00 

Thursdays and Fridays until 21.00 

Exiting commences 10 minutes before the closing time. Ticket 

Desk closes, and last admission to ticketed exhibitions, one hour 

before the Gallery closes. 

Due to staff training on Monday mornings, galleries on 

Floor 1 and all Shops open at 11.00. 

The Gallery is closed 24 – 26 December 2017. 

Please note a transaction fee applies to tickets purchased online 

and over the phone. 

 

Group Visits 

For organised group visits, including schools, colleges and adult 

groups visit npg.org.uk/learning or call  020 7312 2483. 

 

Access 

Step-free access is via the Shop entrance on St Martin’s Place 

and the Orange Street ramp entrance. Accompany your visit 

with our free access resources including the BSL Gallery App, 

BSL audio guide, audio picture description and large print guides 



available from the Ticket Desk. Free Audio Guides are available 

for all disabled visitors. A large print version of the What’s On is 

available to download at npg.org.uk/access 

For all access enquiries and for specific access requirements visit 

npg.org.uk/access or call 020 7321 6600. Text Direct 18001. 

 

Explore 

Free WiFi is available throughout the Gallery. 

 

Search the Collection and create your own tours using the 

interactive Portrait Explorer touch-screens. 

 

Explore the Gallery with our interactive Audio Visual Guide (£3), 

Family Audio Visual Guide (charges apply) and our new and 

exclusive Choral Audio Guide (£3). 

 

The Gallery App (£1.19 available from iTunes) includes video 

introductions and floorplans. 

 

Pick up a Map to help plan your visit and support the Gallery 

with a donation of £1. 



Download the free Smartify app and explore the Collection. 

 

Heinz Archive and Library 

The primary centre for the study of British Portraiture. Open 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday,10.00 – 17.00 by 

appointment only: archive@npg.org.uk  

The curatorial team provides research support into British 

portraits on the first Wednesday of the month, 14.00 – 17.00, 

no appointment necessary. Valuations are not given. 

 

Keep in touch 

Register online for the Gallery’s free enewsletter and follow us 

on social media: 

npg.org.uk 

Facebook: /nationalportraitgallery 

Twitter: @npglondon 

Instagram: @nationalportraitgallery 

Our Visitor Services team are here to help and in return we ask 

that our visitors are courteous towards all Gallery staff. 

 

mailto:archive@npg.org.uk


Exhibitions 

 

Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize 2017 

16 November 2017 – 4 February 2018 

Porter Gallery 

 

Tickets 

Including donation: £6 

(Concessions £5) 

Free for Members 

 

Book now at npg.org.uk/photoprize 

Call 020 7321 6600 

Or visit the Gallery in person 

 

Publication 

Fully illustrated exhibition catalogue with interviews by Richard 

McClure. £15, paperback (£10 Gallery exclusive). 

#PhotoPrize 

 



The Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize is the leading 

international competition which celebrates and promotes the 

very best in contemporary portrait photography from around 

the world. 

 

With the work of talented young photographers, gifted 

amateurs and established professionals, the competition 

showcases a diverse range of images and tells the often 

fascinating stories behind the creation of the works, from 

formal commissioned portraits to more spontaneous and 

intimate moments capturing friends and family. 

 

The selected images, many of which will be on display for the 

first time, explore both traditional and contemporary 

approaches to the photographic portrait whilst capturing a 

range of characters, moods and locations. The exhibition of 59 

works, selected from 5,717 submissions, feature all of the 

prestigious prize winners including the winner of the 

£15,000 first prize. For the third year, the exhibition features an 

In Focus display that showcases an innovative approach to 

portraiture by a contemporary photographer. The Gallery has 



selected new works by the award-winning American 

photographer Todd Hido. 

 

 

Cézanne Portraits 

26 October 2017 – 11 February 2018 

Wolfson Gallery 

 

Tickets 

Including donation: £20 

(Concessions £18.50) 

Book now at npg.org.uk/cezanne 

Call 020 7321 6600 

Or visit the Gallery in person 

#CézannePortraits 

 

Cézanne – Portraits Of A Life 

Exhibition On Screen present a feature film based on the 

exhibition, including extensive interviews with exhibition 

curators and experts including Paul Cézanne’s great grandson. 

In cinemas worldwide from 23 January 2018. 



Publication 

Fully illustrated exhibition catalogue with introductory essay by 

curator John Elderfield. £35, hardback, £24.95, paperback 

(Gallery exclusive). 

 

This major new exhibition brings together, for the first time, 

over 50 portraits by Paul Cézanne, one of the most influential 

artists of the nineteenth century. 

 

Cézanne painted almost 200 portraits during his career, 

including 26 of himself and 29 of his wife, Hortense Fiquet. The 

exhibition explores the special pictorial and thematic 

characteristics of Cézanne’s portraiture including his creation of 

complementary pairs and multiple versions of the same subject. 

The chronological development of Cézanne’s portraiture is 

considered, with an examination of the changes that occurred 

with respect to his style and method, and his understanding of 

resemblance and identity.  

 

In collaboration with Musée d’Orsay, Paris and National Gallery 

of Art, Washington DC. Supported by 24 Sèvres. 



Victorian Giants: The Birth of Art Photography 

1 March – 20 May 2018 

Porter Gallery 

 

Tickets 

Including donation: £12 

(Concessions £10.50) 

npg.org.uk/victoriangiants 

 

Publication 

Fully illustrated exhibition book by curator Phillip Prodger. 

£29.95, hardback. 

#VictorianGiants 

 

Spring Season 2018 sponsored by Herbert Smith Freehills LLP 

This new exhibition will be the first to examine the relationship 

between four ground-breaking Victorian artists, Julia Margaret 

Cameron (1815 – 79), Lewis Carroll (1832 – 98), Lady 

Clementina Hawarden (1822 – 65) and Oscar Rejlander (1813 – 

75). Drawn from public and private collections internationally, 

the exhibition will feature some of the most breath-taking 



images in photographic history. Influenced by historical painting 

and frequently associated with the Pre-Raphaelite brotherhood, 

the four artists formed a bridge between the art of the past and 

the art of the future, standing as true giants in Victorian 

photography. 

 

 

Tacita Dean: PORTRAIT 

15 March –28 May 2018 

Wolfson & Lerner Galleries 

 

Tickets 

Including donation: £14 

(Concessions £12.50) 

npg.org.uk/tacitadean 

 

Publication 

Fully illustrated with essays by Alexandra Harris, Alan 

Hollinghurst and Ali Smith. £24.95, hardback. 

 

#TacitaDeanPortrait 



Internationally acclaimed artist, Tacita Dean, presents an 

exhibition devoted to the medium of film for the first time in 

the Gallery’s history. Influential artists, performers and writers 

including Cy Twombly, David Hockney, Julie Mehretu and Merce 

Cunningham are depicted in 16 mm film. Two major 

photographic pieces: GAETA, a portrait of Twombly and Line of 

Fate, a portrait of art historian, Leo Steinberg will also be on 

display. This landmark exhibition coincides with Tacita Dean: 

LANDSCAPE at the Royal Academy and Tacita Dean: STILL LIFE at 

the National Gallery. 

 

Spring Season 2018 sponsored by Herbert Smith Freehills LLP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gallery Displays 

The Gallery’s changing programme of free displays highlight a 

range of themes, sitters and artists, as well as significant 

anniversaries and acquisitions. 

 

Floor 2 Room 16 

Life, Death and Memory 

Portraiture has a close relationship with the passing of time and 

mortality. Portraits usually reflect a particular moment in a 

person’s life. That person will change, get older and eventually 

die but the portrait endures. This display draws together 

historic and contemporary works from the Collection that 

engage with this complex, sometimes troubling, relationship. 

There is a long tradition of portraits that explicitly anticipate 

death, including the seventeenth-century diarist John Evelyn 

shown clutching a skull. Artists have frequently explored their 

mortality in self-portraits. A recent example is Tracey Emin’s 

Death Mask, a bronze cast of the artist’s head. This newly-

acquired sculpture blurs the distinctions between life and 

death, art and identity.  Until 4 February 2018 



Floor 1 Room 33 

Thomas Ruff Portraits 

Thomas Ruff (b.1958) began his career in the 1970s as a student 

at Staatliche Kunstakademie art school in Düsseldorf, Germany. 

Known for taking a critical, conceptual approach to 

photography, Ruff has worked in series since the 1970s, with 

each body of work making use of different image-making 

technologies. To coincide with the artist’s first major London 

retrospective at the Whitechapel Gallery, the National Portrait 

Gallery will display selected works from Ruff’s series of Porträts 

(Portraits), passport-style portraits of his friends and art-school 

colleagues, reproduced on a large scale. In their monumentality, 

the portraits reveal every surface detail of their subjects. 

Until 21 January 2018 

 

Floor 1 Room 32 

Out of the Shadows: Portraits by the Douglas Brothers 

In the late 1980s, the Douglas Brothers pushed photography in 

a new direction, foregoing sharpness and glamour in favour of 

mood and atmosphere. Their partnership coincided with the 

emergence of an exciting new group of British writers, 



musicians and actors, many of whom became the Brothers’ 

preferred subjects. Using large-format cameras, the Douglas 

Brothers photographed indoors with long exposure times, 

embracing movement and blur. At the same time, they 

returned to labour-intensive printing methods, such as platinum 

and lith printing. Once their working relationship ended, these 

richly evocative photographs were stored in a warehouse for 

nearly twenty years. When the unit was scheduled for 

demolition, the portraits were saved by the National Portrait 

Gallery.  Until 28 January 2018. 

 

Floor 2 

Room 3 Until December 2018 

1517: Martin Luther and the English Reformation 

 

Room 7 Until 7 January 2018 

Julian Opie After Van Dyck 

 

Floor 1 

Room 25 (case) Until 7 January 2018 

Being Queen Victoria 



Room 25 (case) From January 2018 

Votes for Women 

 

Room 29 Until October 2018 

Photography: A Public Art, 1840 – 1939 

 

Room 31 (case) Until June 2018 

For Valour: Recipients of the Victoria Cross, 1914 – 18 

Room 32 Until 25 February 2018 

Creative Connections: Nottingham 

 

Room 33 From January 2018 

Votes for Women 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

National Programme 

The Gallery works collaboratively with venues around the 

country to loan works as part of a varied programme of touring 

exhibitions and displays. 

 

Room 7 until 7 January 2018 

Julian Opie after Van Dyck 

This autumn marks the culmination of the three-year Van Dyck: 

A Masterpiece for Everyone touring project. The project, 

supported by the Art Fund and Heritage Lottery Fund, 

celebrates the Gallery’s acquisition for the nation of an 

important self-portrait by the leading seventeenth-century 

painter Sir Anthony van Dyck (1599 –1641). 

The portrait is one of only a few surviving self-portraits known 

to have been created by Van Dyck during his time working in 

Britain. The painting has been the centrepiece of exhibitions 

and displays at galleries in Margate, Manchester, Dulwich, 

Birmingham, Newcastle, Edinburgh and at the National Portrait 



Gallery, London. At each tour venue, a contemporary artist 

responded to Van Dyck’s self- portrait, accompanied by a 

substantial Learning and Participation programme. The last 

display of the tour, Julian Opie after Van Dyck, will show the 

self-portrait with works by contemporary British artist, Julian 

Opie. 

Find out more npg.org.uk/beyondthegallery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Events Calendar 

 

Events are free unless otherwise stated. Places are allocated on 

a first come, first served basis and are subject to availability. 

 

Book ticketed events at npg.org.uk/events, call 020 7306 0055 

or visit the Gallery in person. 

 

We offer discounted ticket prices for Concessions and Gallery 

Supporters. Events are subject to change. Please check the 

website before visiting. 

 

Access 

All events are wheelchair accessible. 

 

BSL: Events interpreted with British Sign Language or led in BSL. 

Please check listings for details. 

 

Visualising Portraits: Picture description for visually impaired 

visitors. 



December 

Fri 1  

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Gayna Pelham 

18.30 Live Music Eléa May and Phil Danter 

 

Thu 7 

13.15 Lunchtime Lecture Picturing Ava Gardner: 

Performance and Photography £3/£2 

19.00 In Conversation Learning to look £8/£7 

18.00 Guest DJ Ben Osborne 

 

Fri 8 

15.00 In Conversation Creative Connections: Sir Paul Smith 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Marc Woodhead 

18.30 Live Music Royal College of Music 

 

Sat 9 – Sun 10 

11.00-17.00  

Weekend Workshop Carving with Paint £150/£125 

 



Thu 14 

18.00 Resident DJ Eddie Otchere 

19.00 Lecture Ma’am Darling: A Glimpse of Princess 

Margaret £8/£7 

 

Fri 15 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Gayna Pelham 

18.30 Live Music Peter Michaels & Bhavini Vyas 

 

Mon 18 

13.00 Drawing Room Collars and Ruffs 

 

Thu 21 

13.15 Lunchtime Lecture How Cézanne crept into England 

£3/£2 

14.00 Visualising Portraits Scientific discoveries 

18.00 Guest DJ Timberlina 

19.00 Lecture Charles Dickens and Christmas £8/£7 

 

Fri 22 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Grace Adam 



18.30 Live Music DOLLYman 

 

Thu 28 

18.00 Resident DJ Eddie Otchere 

19.00 Gallery Tour Highlights of the Collection 

 

Fri 29 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Andy Pankhurst 

18.30 Life Drawing Drawing in the New Year £9/£7 

18.30 Live Music Fraser and the Alibis 

 

January  

Thu 4 

13.15 Lunchtime Lecture ‘The Stout Doctor’: Portraits of 

Martin Luther from Cranach till now £3/£2 

18.00 Guest DJ Neil Prince 

18.30 Screening Cézanne et Moi £8/£7 

 

Fri 5 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Susan Wilson 



18.30 Live Music Monika Lidke 

 

Thu 11 

18.00 Resident DJ Eddie Otchere 

18.30 In Conversation Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait 

Prize £8/£7 

 

Fri 12 

18.00 Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Marc Woodhead 

18.30 Live Music Musicke in the Ayre 

 

Thu 18 

13.15 Lunchtime Lecture White King: the tragedy of Charles 

  £3/£2 

18.00 Guest DJ Mr Madam 

19.00 Lecture In Search of Mary Shelley: the Romantic self 

£8/£7 

 

Fri 19 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Grace Adam 

18.30 Live Music Bella Tromba 



 

Sat 20 

14.00-17.00 Pick up a Pencil Zoom In: Scale and Composition 

 

Thu 25 

14.00 Visualising Portraits Taylor Wessing Photographic 

Portrait Prize 2017 

18.00 Resident DJ Eddie Otchere 

19.00 Lecture The Painted Mask: 

19.30 How Cézanne invented modern art £8/£7 

 

Fri 26 

18.30 BSL Tour Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize 

2017 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Robin Lee Hall 

18.30 Life Drawing Looking at nature through Cézanne’s 

eyes £9/£7 

18.30 Live Music Nicola Woodward: Winds of Change 

 

 

 



Mon 29 

13.00 The Drawing Room Drawing in the 20th Century 

galleries 

 

February 

Thu 1 

13.15  Lunchtime LectureThe First Iron Lady: A Life of 

Caroline of Ansbach £3/£2 

18.00 Guest DJ Richard Osborne 

19.00 In Conversation Queer Perspectives 

 

Fri 2 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Marc Woodhead 

18.30 Live Music Ani Batikian 

 

Sun 4 

13.00 Sunday Session Connect Up 

 

Thu 8 

18.00 Resident DJ Eddie Otchere 



19.00 Lecture The art of struggle: Sylvia Pankhurst and how 

art helped women get the vote £8/£7 

 

Fri 9 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Andy Pankhurst 

18.30  Live Music Apple of my Eye 

 

Sat 10 – Sun 11 

11.00-17.00  

Weekend Workshop Sculpting Light £150/£125 

 

Mon 12- Fri 16  

11.00-16.00 

Half Term Activities Full Steam Ahead 

 

Thu 15 

13.15 Lunchtime Lecture Great Books of China £3/£2 

18.00 Guest DJ John Sizzle 

19.00 In Conversation Bernard Kops £8/£7 

 

 



Fri 16  

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Robin-Lee Hall 

18.30 Live Music Will Dutta – bloom LIVE 

 

Thu 22 

14.00 Visualising Portraits Late Victorian Britain: Cultural 

Pioneers 

18.00 Resident DJ Eddie Otchere 

19.00 Lecture Queens of the Conquest: England’s Medieval 

Queens £8/£7 

19.30 BSL Gallery Tour Highlights tour with Alan Murray 

 

Fri 23 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Gayna Pelham 

18.30 Life Drawing Two’s Company £9/£7 

18.30 Live Music Musicke in the Ayre 

 

Sat 24 – Sun 25 

11.00 - 16.00 

Weekend Workshop Three Colour Drawing 

£150/£125 



 

Mon 26  

13.00 The Drawing Room Exploring pattern & decoration in 

the Early Stuart period 

 

 

Lunchtime Lectures 

Immerse yourself in history, art and culture at our popular 

Lunchtime Lectures. Doors open at 12.45.  

Thursdays 13.15 £3/£2 

 

7 December 

Picturing Ava Gardner: Performance and Photography 

Kendra Bean and Anthony Uzarowski, co-authors of Ava 

Gardner: A Life in Movies, look at the creation and development 

of the actress’ status as one of the central figures of 

Hollywood’s Golden Age, exploring two of the major elements 

that contributed to her iconic image: performance and 

photography. 

 



21 December 

How Cézanne crept into England 

Little was known about Cézanne in England at the start of the 

20th century. The role played by the entrepreneur, artist, critic 

and curator Roger Fry is a significant one, and, in order to bring 

Cézanne into public focus, he embroiled Leonard and Virginia 

Woolf, among others, in his cause; Fry’s biographer, Frances 

Spalding, looks at the part he played. 

 

4 January 

‘The Stout Doctor’: Portraits of Martin Luther from Cranach till 

now 

It is 500 years since Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses in 

Wittenberg and the Reformation began. But without the artist 

Lucas Cranach, who lived around the corner, would Luther’s 

Reformation have been so successful? Lyndal Roper, Regius 

Professor of History at the University of Oxford, and author of 

Martin Luther Renegade and Prophet, looks at the role 

portraiture played in the Reformation. 

 

 



18 January 

White King: the tragedy of Charles I 

To some Charles I was a martyr crowned in white, the symbol of 

innocence; to others he was the hated White King of ancient 

myths. Writer Leanda de Lisle talks about her fresh portrayal of 

Charles and his reign, informed by previously unseen royal 

correspondence – a story for our times of populist politicians, 

religious war, and of the forgotten women who played for 

power with the highest stakes. 

 

1 February 

The First Iron Lady: A Life of Caroline of Ansbach 

Compared in her own lifetime to Elizabeth I, Caroline of 

Ansbach is the great queen Britain forgot: a thinker, politician, 

schemer, patroness and matriarch. Biographer Matthew 

Dennison offers a remarkable portrait of a woman of notable 

astuteness and considerable ambition, a radical icon of female 

power. 

 

 

 



15 February 

Great Books of China 

To celebrate Chinese New Year, Frances Wood, renowned 

historian of China and former curator of the Chinese collections 

at the British Library, discusses the books that have shaped the 

Chinese literary canon, explored in her new book Great Books 

of China. 

 

 

Weekend workshops  

These intimate weekends enable you to explore, develop and 

improve your creativity. Working alongside leading artists, take 

inspiration from the Gallery and look at portraiture in new, 

exciting ways. 

Saturdays and Sundays 

11.00 – 17.00 

£150/£125 

 

9 – 10 December 

Carving with Paint 



Explore the way in which Cézanne re-created and constructed 

in paint the concept of a three dimensional form onto a two 

dimensional surface with artist Andy Pankhurst. Working 

from a sustained portrait model pose and set up, this intensive 

painting workshop includes a visit to the exhibition, Cézanne 

Portraits. Suitable for all abilities, all materials provided. 

 

10 – 11 February 

Sculpting Light 

Photographer Rory Lewis will show you how to use the correct 

lighting methods to sculpt with light, perfectly illuminating your 

subjects in low key. Utilising different modifiers and working 

with a professional model, this course is a must for all those 

enthusiastic portrait photographers who want to improve their 

low key lighting technique and capture amazing shots for their 

portfolios. Suitable for those who already have some 

knowledge of digital photography and know how to use their 

cameras in manual mode. 

 

24 – 25 February 

Three colour drawing 



Artist Nelson Ferreira leads this two day session in which you 

will learn the ‘trois crayons’ drawing technique. Using authentic 

white, red and black pigments sourced from Italy on hand tinted 

paper, you will work from a life model and see how the 

manipulation and balancing of colour enhances your drawing. 

You will also learn how to prime the paper with bone ash 

grounds, casein or gum arabic colours and mix your own 

handmade fixative from milk casein. Suitable for all abilities, all 

materials provided. 

 

 

Late Shift 

Enjoy art, music, film, talks and ideas every Thursday and Friday, 

18.00 – 21.00. Talks 19.00 unless otherwise stated. 

 

Thu 7 December 

Learning to look £8/£7 

Tracy Chevalier, author of Girl With a Pearl Earring, speaks to 

writer, journalist and broadcaster Nicolette Jones, sharing some 

of her favourite paintings and reflecting on the tales 



they tell. In partnership with the Royal Society of Literature. 

 

Thu 14 December 

Ma’am Darling: A Glimpse of Princess Margaret £8/£7 

Princess Margaret aroused passion and indignation in equal 

measures. To her friends, she was witty and regal. To her 

enemies, she was rude and demanding. Writer and journalist 

Craig Brown creates a hilarious, unique and unconventional 

portrait of our most talked-about royal. 

 

Thu 21 December 

Charles Dickens and Christmas £8/£7 

What was Christmas like when Charles Dickens was a child? 

How did the changing celebrations of Christmas shape his life 

and works? Lucinda Hawksley talks about her great great great 

grandfather, in conjunction with her new book Dickens and 

Christmas. 

 

 

 

 



Thu 28 December 

Highlights of the Collection 

Join artist Peta Taylor for a whistlestop tour of the Collection, 

picking out favourites along the way. Meet in the Ondaatje 

Wing Main Hall. 

 

Thu 4 January 

Screening: Cézanne et Moi £8/£7 18.30 

This 19th century period drama charts the long friendship and 

eventual fallout between artist Paul Cézanne (Guillaume 

Galienne), who was born into a wealthy family but struggled to 

make a living as a painter, and Emile Zola (Guillaume Canet), 

who came from a modest family but achieved fame and 

prosperity as a politically-engaged novelist. (Cert 15, 117 mins, 

in French with English subtitles, dir. Danièle Thompson). 

 

Thu 11 January 18.30 

In Conversation: Taylor Wessing Photographic Prize 2017 

£8/£7 

Two of the competition’s judges, writer, curator and artist David 

Campany and Sabina Jaskot-Gill, Associate Curator, 



Photographs, National Portrait Gallery, assess this year’s 

selection of the best in contemporary portrait photography 

with exhibiting photographer Jon Tonks. 

 

Thu 18 January 

In Search of Mary Shelley: the Romantic self £8/£7 

Poet and writer, Professor Fiona Sampson examines the records 

kept by Mary Shelley, and those around her, to help us 

understand how a teenager could produce the canonical novel 

Frankenstein. 

 

Thu 25 January 

The Painted Mask: How Cézanne invented modern art £8/£7 

Cézanne’s portraits reveal even more intensely than his 

landscapes or still lifes why he is the true father of modern art. 

His mask-like abstractions of the human face demolish almost 

500 years of tradition and question the very nature of the self. 

Jonathan Jones, art critic for The Guardian, explores how 

Cézanne’s emotional struggles and artistic daring transformed 

the way we see ourselves. 

 



Thu 1 February 

Queer Perspectives 

Free ticket required 

Gain a Queer Perspective on our Collection with resident artist 

Sadie Lee and her special guest as they discuss portraits which 

have a personal resonance. 

 

Thu 8 February 

The art of struggle: Sylvia Pankhurst, the Representation of 

the People Act 1918 and how art helped women get the vote 

£8/£7 

The red suffragette and second daughter of Emmeline was an 

accomplished artist as well as activist who shaped the visual 

iconography and radical aesthetics of the Suffragette 

movement. Sylvia’s latest biographer Rachel Holmes discusses 

her unique contribution to the suffrage struggle in the light of 

the dual perspectives of her practice. 

 

Thu 15 February 

In Conversation: Bernard Kops £8/£7 



Join Bernard Kops, now in his ninety-first year and one of 

Britain’s most celebrated and prolific authors, for an evening of 

conversation and readings from his new collection of poetry, 

Love, Death & Other Joys. 

 

Thu 22 February 

Queens of the Conquest: England’s Medieval Queens £8/£7 

Historian Alison Weir tells the story of five Norman queens, 

from Matilda of Flanders to the turbulent Empress Maud, who 

fought a bitter war with her cousin King Stephen and founded 

the Plantagenet dynasty as the mother of Henry II, painting a 

rich portrait of England in the century after the Conquest. 

 

 

Live DJ 

Relax with a drink at the Late Shift bar and enjoy a live set by a 

guest DJ or our resident DJ Eddie Otchere. Every Thursday, 

18.00 – 21.00.  

 

 



Drop-in Drawing 

Join our popular and free artist-led drop-in drawing sessions 

and sketch in the Gallery every Friday, 18.30 – 20.30. 

 

Life Drawing 

Take part in our group life drawing sessions on the last Friday of 

every month, 18.30 – 20.30 in the Ondaatje Wing Theatre.  

 

Fri 29 December 

Drawing in the New Year £9/£7 

Inspired by paintings from the Collection, how will you draw in 

the New Year? Join artist Robin-Lee Hall 

for fun sketching tips and inspiration. 

 

Fri 26 January 

Looking at nature through Cézanne’s eyes £9/£7 

Taking inspiration from Cézanne’s advice to the younger artist 

Emile Bernard to ‘see nature as a cone, cylinder and sphere’, 

the painter Andy Pankhurst leads a dynamic evening of drawing 



and demonstrates a series of concepts on constructing form 

from the posed life model. 

 

Fri 23 February 

Two’s Company £9/£7 

Working with two models, explore the formal relationships 

between two sitters with artist Grace Adam, taking inspiration 

from some examples within the Collection. 

 

Day time events  

Fri 8 December 15 .00 

Creative Connections: Nottingham Sir Paul Smith and Vicky 

McClure £8/£7 

Sir Paul Smith, Britain’s foremost designer and BAFTA-winning 

actress Vicky McClure, both of whom feature as sitters in the 

Gallery’s current display, Creative Connections: Nottingham, 

talk about their lives, work and relationship with their home 

city. 

 

 



 

Live Music 

Fridays 18.30  

Enjoy an eclectic range of free live music performances. 

 

Fri 1 December 

Eléa May and Phil Danter 

The duo perform a hybrid of jazz, funk and world music 

alongside standards. 

 

Fri 8 December 

Royal College of Music 

Composers respond to the Taylor Wessing Photographic 

Portrait Prize 2017. 

 

Fri 15 December 

Peter Michaels & Bhavini Vyas 

Bhavini Vyas’ extraordinary voice blends Indian and Western 

techniques, performing Ragas, devotional and original songs. 

 



Fri 22 December 

DOLLYman 

Jazz-Classical-Rock group DOLLYman return to give another 

leftfield Christmas performance. 

 

Fri 29 December 

Fraser and the Alibis 

The London-based four-piece channel the hippest in Blues, 

Bebob and Boogaloo. 

 

Fri 5 January 

Monika Lidke 

The songwriter blends jazz and folk with her Polish and 

French roots to create a stunning live show. 

 

Fri 12 January 

Musicke in the Ayre 

Mezzo Sophia Brumfitt and lutenist Din Ghani perform songs 

from the shows – Stuart style! 

 

 



Fri 19 January 

Bella Tromba 

The quartet performs an exhilarating programme of chamber 

music for brass. 

 

Fri 26 January 

Nicola Woodward: Winds of Change 

A fascinating, historical journey using piccolo, alto, baroque 

and folk flutes. 

 

Fri 2 February 

Ani Batikian 

The violinist returns with a soloprogramme featuring much 

loved music by Bach, Paganini, Kreisler, Piazzola and others. 

 

Fri 9 February 

Apple of my Eye 

The uproarious troubadours of London’s modern folk scene: 

their music blends English folk with modern song-writing, 

using vocal harmonies and traditional instruments. 

 



Fri 16 February 

Will Dutta – bloom LIVE 

Exceptionally vivid piano-led compositions with electronics 

legends Plaid, composer Max de Wardener and sound 

designer Manuel Poletti. 

 

Fri 23 February 

Musicke in the Ayre 

Gillian Wormley and Din Ghani perform lute songs associated 

with Sir Walter Raleigh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Access 

The Gallery is fully accessible and welcomes everyone to take 

part in the rich programme of free events. All Access events are 

drop-in. Please meet in the Ondaatje Wing Main Hall. 

 

Visualising Portraits 

Free audio description talks for blind and visually impaired 

visitors. The last Thursday of every month at 14.00. 

 

Thu 21 December 

Scientific discoveries 

Explore key figures in science and technology during the 

Victorian period and how their experimental discoveries 

changed lives. 

 

Thu 25 January 

Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize 2017 

Explore contemporary photographs through the lens of a 

photographer who will discuss this years’ Prize. 



Thu 22 February 

Late Victorian Britain: Cultural Pioneers 

Find out more about some of the cultural pioneers who were 

the movers and shakers in drama, music, literature and art 

during the late 1800s. 

 

BSL Gallery Tours 

Free tours led in BSL, some include interpretation into English. 

The last Thursday of every month at 19.30. 

 

Thu 25 January 

Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize 2017 

Serena Cant leads a tour of Taylor Wessing Photographic 

Portrait Prize 2017, showcasing work by international 

photographers. Led in BSL. 

 

Thu 22 February 

Highlights tour with Alan Murray 

Historian Alan Murray explores Victorian achievements in this 

highlights tour. Led in BSL with interpretation. 



The Drawing Room 

Free artist-led drawing classes for disabled visitors. The last 

Monday of every month 13.00 – 15.00. 

 

Mon 18 December 

Collars and Ruffs 

Create collars, ruffs and accessories inspired by Tudor portraits. 

 

Mon 29 January 

Drawing in the 20th Century galleries 

Encounter some familiar faces and take inspiration from Paul 

Cézanne to coincide with the current exhibition. 

 

Mon 26 February 

Exploring pattern & decoration in the Early Stuart period 

Take inspiration from patterns and decoration in portraiture 

from the Stuart period. 

 

The Access programme is supported by the Lord Leonard and 

Lady Estelle. 



 

Families 

This winter we have lots on offer for families from craft 

workshops to painting master classes. All our activities are free 

and led by artists. 

 

Holiday Activities 

11.00 – 16.00 

Free ticket required for some workshops, available one hour 

before. 

 

12 – 16 February 

Full Steam Ahead 

A week of holiday activities inspired by art and science. During 

the week there will be the chance to take part in a range of 

experimental activities including photography and mixing 

pigments. 

The workshop on 12 February will be led by deaf artist 

Christopher Sacre with BSL interpretation. 

 



Resources 

We have a range of free resources, trails and drawing materials 

including: 

 

Adventurers and Explorers 

This trail is full of activities based on some of our sitters who 

travelled to far-away places. 

 

Sketch 

Doodle your way around the Gallery with this sketchbook. 

 

Pop up Gallery 

What portraits would you put in your gallery? Create a 3D 

model and use our printed frames to fill in with your drawn 

portraits. 

 

Family Activity Base 

Find out more about what’s on at the Gallery and pick up 

resources and drawing materials to explore the Collection, 

displays and exhibitions. #NPGFamilies 

Family Programmes supported by McCain 



Young people  

Work with artists, develop creative skills and confidence, and 

meet other young people at our FREE events for and with 14 – 

21 year-olds. All materials provided and suitable for all abilities. 

npg.org.uk/youngpeople 

/npgyouthforum 

 

Sunday Session 

Sun 4 February 13.00 – 16.00 

Connect Up 

Work with professional photographers to capture a sense of 

place inspired by the documentary photographs of local 

communities in Creative Connections: Nottingham. 

This workshop includes a photoshoot outside the Gallery. 

Email youthbookings@npg.org.uk for more details 

 

Pick up a Pencil: Drop-in drawing 

Sat 20 January 14.00 – 17.00 

Zoom In: Scale, Tone and Composition 

mailto:youthbookings@npg.org.uk


Kickstart the year by drawing in the galleries in our social 

sketching event for young people, hosted by Youth Forum and 

working with a guest artist. Learn new ways to explore scale, 

tone and composition inspired by our current displays. 

Experiment and gain new skills, with all materials provided. 

Bring your friends, drop-in at any time or stay for the whole 

afternoon. No need to book. 

#PickUpaPencil 

 

Get involved 

Join Youth Forum 

The Youth Forum are vibrant group of young people aged 14 – 

21 who work with the Gallery to give a fresh perspective on its 

Collections and exhibitions. 

Follow what our Youth Forum have been doing and share your 

portraits on our social media channels. 

@NPGYouth 

 

 

 



Shop 

From our Collection to yours 

Discover the full range of gifts, books and products inspired by 

our exhibition and the Collection, available exclusively from 

Gallery Shops and online. 

 

Every purchase supports the National Portrait Gallery 

npg.org.uk/shop 

 

 

Portrait Restaurant  

Let our magnificent views add sparkle to your next gathering. 

 

See npg.org.uk/portraitrestaurant for group menus and 

packages. To discuss your requirements call 020 7312 2490 or 

email reservations@portraitrestaurants.com 

 

 

 

 

http://www.npg.org.uk/shop


Become a Member Today 

 

Give the gift of Membership this Christmas 

 

Give someone the opportunity to experience the best year ever, 

as Membership celebrates its 20th Anniversary in 2018. 

Benefits include: free and unlimited entry to inspiring 

exhibitions, Members’ only events, and discounts in the Gallery 

Shops, Portrait Restaurant and Café. 

 

To buy a Gift Membership: visit npg.org.uk/members or the 

Information Desk, or call 020 7321 6283 


