
 

 

What’s On 

December 2018 – February 2019 

 

The National Portrait Gallery is home to the largest collection of 

portraits in the world and celebrates the lives and achievements 

of those who have influenced British history, culture and identity. 

 

National Portrait Gallery 

St Martin’s Place, London WC2H 0HE 

 

020 7306 0055    

Recorded information 020 7312 2463 

 

Entry to the Gallery is free 

An entry fee is charged for some exhibitions. 

Nearest Tube: Leicester Square or Charing Cross 

Nearest Mainline Train: Charing Cross 

Buses to Trafalgar Square 



Opening Hours 

Daily 10.00 – 18.00 

Friday Lates until 21.00 

The Gallery is closed 24 – 26 December 2018. 

Exiting commences 10 minutes before the closing time. Ticket 

Desk closes, and last admission to ticketed exhibitions, one hour 

before the Gallery closes. 

Due to staff training on Monday mornings, galleries on Floor 1 

and all Shops open at 11.00. 

Please note a transaction fee applies to tickets purchased online 

and over the phone. 

 

Group Visits 

For organised group visits, including schools, colleges and adult 

groups visit npg.org.uk/learning or call  020 7312 2483. 

 

Access 

Step-free access is via the Shop entrance on St Martin’s Place 

and the Orange Street ramp entrance. Accompany your visit 

with our free access resources including the BSL Gallery App, 

BSL audio guide, audio picture description and large print guides 



available from the Ticket Desk. Free Audio Guides are available 

for all disabled visitors.  For all access enquiries and for specific 

access requirements visit npg.org.uk/access or call 020 7321 

6600. Text Direct 18001. 

 

Explore 

Free WiFi is available throughout the Gallery. 

 

Search the Collection and create your own tours using the 

interactive Portrait Explorer touch-screens. 

 

Explore the Gallery with our interactive Audio Visual Guide (£3), 

Family Audio Visual Guide (charges apply) and our new and 

exclusive Choral Audio Guide (£3). 

 

The Gallery App (£1.19 available from iTunes) includes video 

introductions and floorplans. 

 

Pick up a Map to help plan your visit and support the Gallery 

with a donation of £1. 

 



Download the free Smartify app and explore the Collection. 

 

Heinz Archive and Library 

The primary centre for the study of British Portraiture. 

Open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 10.00 – 17.00 by 

appointment only: archive@npg.org.uk 

 

Keep in touch 

Register online for the Gallery’s free enewsletter and follow us 

on social media: 

npg.org.uk 

Instagram: @nationalportraitgallery 

Facebook: /nationalportraitgallery 

Twitter: @npglondon 

Our Visitor Services team are here to help and in return we ask 

that our visitors are courteous towards all Gallery staff. 

 

 

 

mailto:archive@npg.org.uk


Exhibitions 

 

Taylor Wessing Photographic Prize 2018 

18 OCTOBER 2018 – 27 JANUARY 2019 

Porter Gallery 

 

Tickets 

£5 (Concessions £3.50) 

Free for Members 

 

Book now 

Visit npg.org.uk/photoprize 

Call 020 7321 6600 

Or visit the Gallery in person 

 

Publication 

Fully illustrated exhibition catalogue with interviews by Richard 

McClure. £15, paperback.  

#PhotoPrize 

 



The Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize 2018 is the 

leading international competition which celebrates and 

promotes the very best in contemporary portrait photography 

from around the world. 

 

Showcasing talented young photographers, gifted amateurs and  

established professionals, the competition showcases a diverse 

range of images and tells the often fascinating stories behind 

the creation of the works, from formal commissioned portraits 

to more spontaneous and intimate moments capturing friends 

and family. 

 

The selected images, many of which will be on display for the 

first time, explore both traditional and contemporary 

approaches to the photographic portrait whilst capturing a 

range of characters, moods and locations. The exhibition of 

fifty-seven works features all of the prestigious Prize winners 

including the winner of the £15,000 first prize. 

 

Sponsored by Taylor Wessing 

 



Gainsborough’s Family Album 

22 NOVEMBER 2018 – 3 FEBRUARY 2019 

Wolfson Gallery 

Tickets: £14 

(Concessions £12.50) 

Free for Members 

 

Book now 

Visit npg.org.uk/gainsborough 

Call 020 7321 6600 

Or visit the Gallery in person 

 

Publication 

Fully illustrated exhibition catalogue including essay by 

exhibition curator David Solkin, £29.95, hardback. 

 

#GainsboroughsFamilyAlbum 

 

Family portraits are a constant presence in modern life. 

Foreshadowing this, Thomas Gainsborough was the first British 

artist to make a regular practice of painting and drawing himself 



and his family members. His family portraits encompass some 

of his best loved works and this exhibition will explore how 

these pictures not only expressed his affections but also helped 

advance his career. 

 

Featuring over fifty works from across the world, some of which 

have never been on display before, Gainsborough’s Family 

Album charts Gainsborough’s career from youth to maturity, 

telling the story of an eighteenth-century provincial artist’s rise 

to metropolitan fame and fortune. The exhibition will offer a 

new perspective on Gainsborough the portraitist and challenge 

our thinking about his era and its relationship to our own. In 

doing so, Gainsborough’s Family Album will provides a unique 

insight into the private life and motivations of one of Britain’s 

greatest painters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Elizabethan Treasures:   

Miniatures by Hilliard and Oliver 

21 FEBRUARY – 19 MAY 2019 

Tickets £10  

Concessions £8.50 

Free for Members 

 

Book now 

Visit npg.org.uk/elizabethantreasures 

Call 020 7321 6600 

Or visit the Gallery in person 

 

Publication 

Exploring the importance of portrait miniatures. £35, hardback. 

#ElizabethanTreasures 

 

The first major exhibition on Tudor and Jacobean portrait  

miniatures in the UK for over thirty-five years. Described as  

‘a thing apart from all other painting or drawing’, miniature  

painting was thought of as a particularly English art form,  



and the artists Hilliard and Oliver gained international  

fame and admiration.  

 

This exhibition will explore what their exquisite and intimate 

images reveal about identity, society and visual culture in 

Elizabethan and Jacobean England. 

 

Spring Season 2019 sponsored by Herbert Smith Freehills 

 

Only Human: Martin Parr 

7 MARCH – 27 MAY 2019 

Wolfson and Lerner Galleries 

Tickets £18  

Concessions £16.50 

Free for Members 

 

Book now 

Visit npr.org.uk/martinparr 

Call 020 7321 6600 

Or visit the Gallery in person 



Publication  

By Phillip Prodger, with an introduction  by Grayson Perry. 

Published by Phaidon.  £39.95 hardback (£24.95 paperback). 

 

#MartinParr 

 

A major new exhibition of works by Martin Parr, one of Britain’s  

best-known and most widely celebrated photographers. Only 

Human: Martin Parr brings together some of Parr’s best known 

photographs with a number of works never exhibited before to 

focus on one of his most engaging subjects – people.  

The exhibition will include portraits of people from around the 

world, with a special focus on Parr’s wry observations of 

Britishness, explored through a series of projects that 

investigate British identity today. 

 

Spring Season 2019 sponsored by Herbert Smith Freehills 

 

 

 



Gallery Displays 

The Gallery’s changing programme of free displays highlight a 

range of themes, sitters and artists, as well as significant 

anniversaries and acquisitions. 

 

Floor 2 Room 3 

‘This sceptred isle’: Shakespeare and the Plantagenets  

William Shakespeare’s history plays have shaped perceptions of 

the Plantagenet kings for centuries, with a cast of characters 

ranging from the lawed Richard II to the heroic Henry V. The 

plays were not created in isolation, but drew extensively on the 

historical accounts that were published in the sixteenth century 

to justify and celebrate the position of the Tudor dynasty, 

fuelling an interest in English history that also encouraged the 

production of posthumous portraits. This small display 

examines the Tudor construction of plantagenet portraits and 

their legacy in the popular imagination. 

8 December 2018 until December 2019 

 

 



Floor 1 Room 33 

Black is the New Black: Portraits by Simon Frederick  

Black is the New Black celebrates the breadth and diversity of 

black British achievement today. In 2016, the artist and director 

Simon Frederick filmed an acclaimed BBC Two documentary 

series in which influential Britons shared their insights into 

being black and British.  

Frederick subsequently photographed each of these sitters. This  

display of the works celebrates the acquisition of these 

photographs as the largest group of portraits of Afro-Caribbean 

sitters into the Gallery’s Collection.   

A new augmented-reality app, developed in partnership with 

Oath, will bring each portrait to life, allowing visitors to view 

video content on their mobile screens and hear personal stories 

from all the sitters. 

Sponsored by Oath  

 

Floor 1 Room 41 41A 

Njideka Akunyili Crosby: “The Beautyful Ones” 

This display brings together new and existing works from 

Njideka Akunyili Crosby’s ongoing series, “The Beautyful Ones”, 



which is comprised of portraits of Nigerian youth including 

some members of the artist’s family. Akunyili Crosby was born 

in Nigeria in 1983 and moved to the United States at the age of 

sixteen, where she has lived and worked ever since. Drawing on 

artistic, historical, political and personal references, Akunyili 

Crosby creates densely layered figurative compositions that 

conjure the complexity of contemporary experience. Her 

cultural identity combines strong attachments to the  

country of her birth and to her adopted home, a hybrid identity 

that is reflected in her work. Akunyili Crosby has made new 

works especially for this display, which are being exhibited here 

for the first time.   

Funded by the William Brake Charitable Trust, with additional 

support from Victoria Miro, London / Venice. 

Until 3 February 2019 

 

Floor 2 

Room 3 

The English Reformation 

Until 2 December 2018 

 



Room 16 

Picturing Friendship  

Until 6 May 2019 

 

Floor 1 

Room 25 

Votes for Women: Pioneers 

Until 13 January 2019 

 

Room 25  

George Eliot 

From 16 January 2019 

 

Room 29 

Photography: A Living Art – Then and Now 

From 20 October 2018  

 

Room 32 

Bobby Moore: First Gentleman of English Football 

Until 6 January 2019 

 



Room 32 

Illuminating women: Photographs by Mayotte Magnus 

Until 7 April 2019 

 

Floor 0 

Room 39 

John Kobal New Work Award: Recent Commissions 

Until 3 February 2019 

 

 

National Programme 

The Gallery works collaboratively with venues around the 

country to loan works as part of a varied programme of touring 

exhibitions and displays. 

 

Faces of Change: Votes for Women  

This exhibition in partnership with the National Trust, presents 

an overview of the campaign for women’s suffrage rom the late  

nineteenth century until 1918, highlighting the stories 

connected to the campaign at each property.  



Mount Stewart, County Down 

Mount Stewart has a history of extraordinary women, notably  

Edith, Lady Londonderry. The exhibition will look at her role in 

the campaign for women’s votes, and the tactics employed by 

the peaceful suffragists compared to the militant suffragettes.  

Until 3 February 2019 

 

Exposed: The Naked Portrait 

Laing Art Gallery, Newcastle 

This exhibition of unclothed portraits from the National Portrait  

Gallery Collection invites questions about identity and gender, 

the real and ideal. It includes portraits of exposed sitters from 

Nell Gwyn to Naomi Campbell, Gilbert and George to John 

Lennon and Yoko Ono. This exhibition is a partnership project, 

jointly curated between the National Portrait Gallery and the  

Laing Art Gallery. 

Until 3 March 2019 

 

Find out more npg.org.uk/beyondthegallery 

 

 



Events Calendar 

 

Events are free unless otherwise stated. Places are allocated on 

a first come, first served basis and are subject to availability. 

 

Book ticketed events at npg.org.uk/events, call 020 7306 0055 

or visit the Gallery in person. 

 

We offer discounted ticket prices for Concessions and Gallery 

Supporters. Events are subject to change. Please check the 

website before visiting. 

 

Access: 

All events are wheelchair accessible. 

 

BSL: Events interpreted with British Sign Language or led in BSL. 

Please check listings for details. 

 

Visualising Portraits: Picture description for visually impaired 

visitors. 



December 

Thu 6 

13.15 Lunchtime Lecture Germans in England before the 

First World War £4/£3 

Fri 7 

18.00 Resident DJ Eddie Otchere 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by Gayna Pelham 

19.00 In Conversation Back to Amy £10/£8 

19.30 Exhibition Tour Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait 

Prize 2018 Free with exhibition ticket 

 

Sat 8 – Sun 9 

11.00 – 17.00  

Weekend Workshop Taylor Wessing Photographic 

Portrait Prize 2018  £150/£125 

 

Fri 14 

18.00 Guest DJ Neil Prince 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by Andy Pankhurst 

19.00 In Conversation Black is the New Black £10/£8 



19.30 BSL Tour Paintings from the Contemporary 

Collection 

 

Sat 15 

13.00 – 16.00  

Young People Festive photo workshop 

 

Sun 16 

11.00 – 16.00    

Family workshop Friendship bracelets 

 

Thu 20 

13.15 Lunchtime Lecture Jennie Jerome and Winston 

Churchill: a portrait in letters of motherhood £4/£3 

14.00 Visualising Portraits Christmas cracker 

 

Fri 21 

18.00 Resident DJ Eddie Otchere 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by Robin-Lee Hall 

19.00 Lecture Dickens and Christmas £10/£8 

 



Fri 28 

18.00 Guest DJ Ben Osborne 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by Susan Wilson 

18.30 Life Drawing Drawing Resolutions for 2019 £10/£8 

 

January 

Fri 4 

18.00 Resident DJ Eddie Otchere 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by Marc Woodhead 

19.00 Screening Black is the New Black Free ticket required 

19.30 Exhibition Tour Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait 

Prize 2018 Free with exhibition ticket 

 

Fri 11 

18.00 Guest DJ Richard Osborne 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by Andy Pankhurst 

18.30 and 19.30  

Workshop Art Meditations with Walter and Zoniel 

Free ticket required 



19.00 In Conversation Edward Watson and Rick Guest 

£10/£8 

19.30 BSL Tour Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize 

2018 

 

Sat 12 – Sun 13 

11.00 – 17.00  

Weekend Workshop Conversation Piece Painting: 

painting portraits in pairs £150/£125 

 

Thu 17 

13.15 Lunchtime Lecture Painting for Free £4/£3  

 

Fri 18 

18.00 Resident DJ Eddie Otchere 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by Grace Adam 

18.30 and 19.30 

Performance Chasing the Butterly: A performance for 

actors, dancers and oboist Free ticket required 

 

 



Sat 19 

14.00 Screening Women Without Men / Looking for Oum 

Kulthum £10/£8 

 

Sun 20 

13.00 – 16.00  

Young People Photography Workshop 

 

Fri 25 

18.00 Guest DJ Mr Madam 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by Alison Kusner 

18.30 Life Drawing In Friendship: Gainsborough on 

composition £10/£8 

 

Sat 26 – Sun 27 

11.00 – 17.00  

 Weekend Workshop Photography – A Living Art: Then 

and Now £150/£125 

 

Thu 31 

14.00 Visualising Portraits An Actor’s Life 



February  

Fri 1 

18.00 Resident DJ Eddie Otchere 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing  Led by Gayna Pelham 

19.00 In Conversation Queer Perspectives Free ticket 

required 

 

Thu 7  

13.15 Lunchtime Lecture  John Ruskin: The Argument of the 

Eye £4/£3 

 

Fri 8  

18.00 Guest DJ Timberlina 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by Marc Woodhead 

19.00 See website for details 

19.30 BSL Tour Portraits of the Post-War World  

 

Sat 9 – Sun 10 

11.00 – 17.00  

Weekend Workshop Two day Introduction to Portrait 

Painting £150/£125 



Fri 15  

18.00 Resident DJ Eddie Otchere 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by Robin-Lee Hall 

19.00 Lecture BlackOut UK: inaugural Berto Pasuka Lecture 

£10/£8 

Sun 17 

11.00 – 16.00  

 Young People workshop Portrait painting workshop 

Thu 21 

11.00 – 16.00 

Family workshop Rainbow Family Day 

13.15 Lunchtime Lecture  The Weird World of Fake Native 

Americans £4/£3 

 

Fri 22 

18.00 Guest DJ John Sizzle 

18.30 Drop-in Drawing Led by Alsion Kusner 

18.30 Life Drawing Life in Miniature £10/£8 

 

Sat 23 – Sun 24 

11.00 – 17.00  



 Weekend Workshop Power in Portraiture £150/£125 

 

Thu 28 

14.00 Visualising Portraits Love is Love 

 

 

Lunchtime Lectures 

Immerse yourself in history, art and culture at our popular 

Lunchtime Lectures. Doors open at 12.45.  

Thursdays 13.15 £4/£3 

 

6 December 

Germans in England before the First World War  

Over 27,000 Germans had emigrated to London by 1914. The 

First World War therefore came as a terrible shock after 

decades of cultural friendship. Writer Lesley Chamberlain looks 

at how, in the century before the tragedy, German workers 

found factory employment, political activists, among them Karl 

Marx, found refuge, and the cultural activity of the capital was 

transformed. 



20 December 

Jennie Jerome and Winston Churchill: a portrait in letters   

of motherhood  

‘My pen wanders recklessly’ wrote Winston Churchill of the 

sparkling letters he exchanged with his mother, Jennie Jerome, 

over a period of forty years. David Lough, editor of Darling  

Winston: Forty Years of letters between Winston Churchill and 

His Mother, sheds fresh light on Churchill’s early development 

and the intense relationship between a demanding mother and 

a difficult son. 

 

17 January 

Painting for Free 

Scholar Dr Susan Sloman considers the private nature of the 

portraits on display in Gainsborough’s Family Album, which 

were made without regard to the commercial world, and  

the rather unfashionable notion of painting for pleasure. She 

also discusses how one or two of Gainsborough’s un-

commissioned pictures quickly took on a life of their own 

outside the family circle. 

 



7 February 

John Ruskin: The Argument of the Eye 

On the occasion of the 200th anniversary of John Ruskin’s birth,  

expert Robert Hewison, explores the life and ideas of the 

Victorian era’s leading art critic through his autobiographical 

writings and his encounters with a series of major works of art. 

 

21 February 

The Weird World of Fake Native Americans 

Biographer Paul Willetts discusses the long history of people 

dressing up as Native Americans. The focus of his talk is the 

former vaudeville star Edgar Laplante (1888 – 1944), better 

known as Chief White Elk, by far the most lamboyant and 

colourful of these so-called ‘pretendians’, who even managed 

to secure an audience with King George V. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekend workshops  

These intimate weekends enable you to explore, develop and 

improve your creativity. Working alongside leading artists, take 

inspiration from the Gallery and look at portraiture in new, 

exciting ways. 

 

8 – 9 December 

Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize 2018 with   

Mohamed Hassan  

Mohamed Hassan, whose work is currently on display in the 

Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize 2018, leads this 

workshop focusing  on dramatic studio lighting and how  

to connect with your model. Suitable for those who already 

have some knowledge of digital photography and know how to 

use their cameras  in manual mode.  

 

12 – 13 January  

Conversation Piece Painting: painting portraits in pairs  

Inspired by Gainsborough’s Family Album, this practical oil 

painting workshop, led by portrait artist Robin-Lee Hall, looks at 



how the artist explored informal group portraiture within his 

family. Over the weekend participants will visit the exhibition, 

sketch and paint from life/photos and develop a  small double 

portrait oil sketch. 

 

26 – 27 January 

Photography – A Living Art: Then and Now 

Join visual artist Almudena Romero for an introduction to the 

historical process of pinhole photography, photograms and 

chemigrams. Gather inspiration from the early photographic 

processes, used by both contemporary and historical artists 

currently on display, and learn the basics of camera-less, lens-

less and experimental photography so that you will be able to 

practice independently after the course. Suitable for all abilities. 

 

9 – 10 February 

Two-day Introduction to Portrait Painting  

Join artist Alison Kusner, sketch from a portrait by Sargent in the 

Gallery, and consider pose, setting, costume, expression and 

technique. Learn the sight-size technique back in the studio, 

while working from a copy  of your chosen portrait. Explore the  



limited palette technique to create flesh tones and bring 

ogether these techniques to create a self-portrait on day two. 

 

24 – 25 February 

Power in Portraiture 

Join photographer Rory Lewis to investigate both archetypal 

and subversive depictions of strength and power. Inspired by 

the portraiture of painters and by Rory’s own photographs of   

political and military figures, work with uniformed models and 

gain understanding on how body positioning, composition, 

lighting and subject interaction work to capture these innate 

qualities. Suitable for those who already have some knowledge 

of digital photography and know how to use their cameras in 

manual mode. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday Lates 

Every Friday night 18.00 – 21.00 

Free unless otherwise stated 

Music & bar Ondaatje Wing Main Hall 18.00 – 20.30 

Drop-in Drawing and Life Drawing 18.30 – 20.30 

Talks & film screenings Ondaatje Wing Theatre 19.00 unless 

otherwise stated 

 

7 December 

Resident DJ Eddie Otchere 

Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Gayna Pelham 

 

In Conversation: Back to Amy £10/£8 

Photographers Ram Shergill and Charles Moriarty talk about 

their experiences of photographing the late Amy Winehouse. 

 

Exhibition Tour: Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize 

2018 19.30 Free with exhibition ticket  



Join exhibiting photographers for a tour of this year’s selection 

of very best in contemporary portrait photography around the 

world. 

 

14 December 

Guest DJ Neil Prince 

Drop-in Drawing Led by Andy Pankhurst 

 

In Conversation:  Black is The New Black £10/£8 

Artist and director Simon Frederick shines a light on the 

extraordinary achievements being made by Britain’s black 

community celebrated in his current display of photographs,  

Black is the New Black. 

 

21 December 

Resident DJ Eddie Otchere 

Drop-in Drawing Led by Robin-Lee Hall 

 

Lecture: Dickens and Christmas £10/£8 

To mark the 175th anniversary of the publication of A Christmas  

Carol, Lucinda Hawksley reveals   how the Dickens family spent 



their Christmases, what it was really like to be a Victorian at 

Christmas time, and how Charles Dickens’s writing helped  

to shape the way the festive season is celebrated all over the 

world. 

 

28 December 

Guest DJ Ben Osborne 

Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Susan Wilson 

 

Life Drawing:  Drawing Resolutions for 2019 £10/£8 

Join artist Robin-Lee Hall for a life session of New Year’s 

Resolutions in Drawing. Find inspiration from the vast archive of 

drawings in the Collection and a life model, and develop a new 

style and approach to drawing that you can continue to use in 

2019. 

 

4 January 

Resident DJ Eddie Otchere 

Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Marc Woodhead 

 

 



Screening: Black is the New Black 18.30 Free ticket required 

To complement the current display of portraits of exceptional 

black British igures from politics, business, sport, science and 

more, take the opportunity to watch all four episodes of Black is 

the New Black, Simon Frederick’s BBC series which aired in 

2016.  

 

Exhibition Tour:  Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize 

2018 19.30 Free with exhibition ticket 

Join exhibiting photographers, including first prize winning Alice  

Mann, for a tour of this year’s selection of very best in 

contemporary portrait photography around the world. 

 

11 January 

Guest DJ Richard Osborne 

Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Andy Pankhurst 

 

Art Meditations with Walter and Zoniel  18.30 and 19.30 

Free ticket required See website for details 

 

 



In Conversation:  Edward Watson and Rick Guest 19.00 £10/£8 

Edward Watson, both the only British male Principal currently  

performing and the longest serving Principal at The Royal Ballet, 

and photographer Rick Guest talk to Dance Critic Sarah 

Crompton to celebrate the publication of a landmark portfolio 

of portraits that honour both his career and spirit. 

 

18 January 

Resident DJ Eddie Otchere  

Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Grace Adam 

Chasing the Butterfly: A performance for actors, dancers and 

oboist 18.30 and repeated at 19.30 Free ticket required 

Inspired by Gainsborough’s painting of his daughters chasing   

a butterfly, enjoy this live performance recounting the two  

girls’ lives.  From their home in Acton, the younger daughter   

Margaret, is caring for her older sister Mary, who has 

descended into mental illness following her brief marriage to 

her father’s best friend, the celebrated oboist Johann Christian 

Fischer. 

 

 



25 January 

Guest DJ Mr Madam  

Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Alison Kusner 

Life Drawing:  In Friendship: Gainsborough on composition 

£10/£8 

Taking inspiration from Gainsborough’s advice on picture-

making to compose objects ‘in friendship’, to express a unified 

harmony, the painter Andy Pankhurst leads a dynamic evening 

of drawing from a life model posed in a series of staged and 

imagined landscapes. 

 

1 February 

Resident DJ Eddie Otchere 

Drop-in Drawing Led by Gayna Pelham 

Queer Perspectives Free ticket required 

Gain a Queer Perspective on our Collection with resident artist   

Sadie Lee and her special guest as they discuss portraits which 

have a personal resonance. 

 

8 February 

Guest DJ Timberlina 



Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Marc Woodhead 

 

15 February 

Resident DJ Eddie Otchere 

Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Robin-Lee Hall 

Lecture:  BlackOut UK: inaugural Berto Pasuka Lecture £10/£8 

Singer David McAlmont delivers the inaugural Berto Pasuka 

Lecture for Black Out UK, a not-for-profit social enterprise run 

and owned by a volunteer collective of black gay men, and 

launches their annual Prize given to an emerging artistic talent. 

 

22 February 

Guest DJ John Sizzle 

Drop-in Drawing Led by artist Alison Kusner 

Life Drawing:  Life in Miniature £10/£8 

Using Elizabethan Treasures:  Miniatures by Hilliard and Oliver 

as an inspiring starting point, draw   in miniature and focus on 

Hilliard’s wonderfully detailed style. Join artist Gayna Pelham 

for this exciting slant on life drawing and be amazed at what can 

be achieved on a small scale. 

 



Day time events  

Sat 19 January  

Screening: Women Without Men and Looking for Oum 

Kulthum  14.00 £10/£8 Ondaatje Wing Theatre, Floor -2 

To complement the Gallery’s current display of her portrait of 

Malala Yousafzai, learn more about Shirin Neshat’s wide-

ranging artistic practice with this special double-bill  

screening of her feature films, Women Without Men (2009) and  

Looking for Oum Kulthum (2017). 

The films will be shown with a short interval of 10 minutes. 

Women Without Men, Neshat’s  first feature-length film, is set 

against the tumultuous backdrop of Iran’s 1953 CIA-backed 

coup d’état. The destinies of four women converge  in a 

beautiful orchard garden, where they find independence, solace 

and companionship. It received the Silver Lion Award for Best 

Director at the 66th Venice International Film Festival. 

 

Women Without Men 99 minutes, Cert. 15 

Persian with English subtitles 



Her most recent feature film,  Looking for Oum Kulthum, is a 

film within a film showing the plight of  an Iranian woman 

artist/filmmaker living in exile as she embarks on capturing the 

life and art of the legendary female singer of the Arab  

world, Oum Kulthum. It opened in the Venice Film Festival in 

2017,  and it has been screened in number of other 

international film festivals including Toronto Film Festival,  

London Film Festival, Sydney Film Festival, Hamburg Film 

Festival, and Seattle Film Festival. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Access 

The Gallery is fully accessible and welcomes everyone to take 

part in the rich programme of free events. All Access events are 

drop-in. Please meet in the Ondaatje Wing Main Hall. 

 

Visualising Portraits 

Events for visitors with visual impairments that bring our 

Collection alive through storytelling, animation and visual 

description. The last Thursday of each month at 14.00, please 

note December’s session will take place on 20 December.   

 

Thu 20 December  

Christmas crackers 

Take inspiration this festive season from some of our best-

dressed sitters, with a focus on glamorous garments it for any 

party.  

 

Thu 31 January 

An Actor’s life  



In commemoration of David Garrick, we take a look at our more 

dramatic sitters by exploring thespians and theatre makers in 

our Collection. 

 

Thu 28 February 

Love is Love  

To mark LGBT History Month and Valentine’s Day, discover the 

stories and scandals that have marked the lives of some of the 

Collection’s greatest lovers. 

 

BSL Gallery Tours 

Free tours led in BSL, some include interpretation into English. 

The last Thursday of every month at 19.30. 

 

Fri 14 December 

Paintings from the Contemporary Collection  

Alan Murray leads a tour that looks at some of the highlights of 

the Gallery’s Contemporary Collection. BSL with interpretation. 

  

Fri 11 January  



Taylor Wessing Photographic Portrait Prize 2018  

Join John Wilson for a tour of this year’s Taylor Wessing 

Photographic Portrait Prize exhibition. Led in BSL.  

 

Fri 8 February  

Portraits of the Post-War World 

Serena Cant explores portraits from 1919 onwards, where 

vibrant colours and experimental styles begin to emerge from 

the shadows  of WW1. Led in BSL.  

 

For full details of the Gallery’s access facilities and resources 

please pick up a free Access Guide from the Information Desk or 

visit npg.org.uk 

 

The Access programme is supported by the Lord Leonard and 

Lady Estelle. 

 

 

 

 

 



Families 

This winter, take part in free drawing, storytelling and craft 

workshops, and visit our Family Activity Base, open every 

weekend and during the school holidays to pick up free trails, 

sketchbooks and materials. 

 

Every weekend and Mon 18 –  Fri 22 February   

Family Activity Base 

11.00 – 16.00 

Visit FAB – our Family Activity Base – and collect a range of free 

printed resources and art materials to take into the galleries 

and explore the Collection, exhibitions and displays together.  

Full details at npg.org.uk/families 

 

Sun 16 December 

Friendship Bracelets 

11.00 – 16.00 

Inspired by the current Picturing Friendship display and 

Gainsborough’s Family Album exhibition, create a friendship 

bracelet to share with others. Use coloured thread, beads   



and ribbon to make something that reflects your friendship. 

Simply drop-in and join, children must be accompanied by an 

adult. 

 

Thu 21 February 

Rainbow Family Day 

11.00 – 16.00 

This February half term, bring your family and friends to enjoy 

activities across the Gallery and be inspired by stories of LGBT 

history and people in the Collection. In celebration of LGBT 

History Month, join our team of artists including Tim Redfern, 

Sadie Lee and Anthony Luvera and take part in storytelling  

sessions, craft and photography workshops and family tours 

around themes of diversity and acceptance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Young people  

Join us this winter at workshops focussing on photography and 

painting.  Work with artists, develop creative skills and 

confidence and meet other young people at our FREE events for 

14 –21 year olds. 

 

Saturdays and Sundays 

Free but booking required 

 

Sat 15 December 

Festive photo workshop 

13.00 – 16.00 

Inspired by our Picturing Friendship display and Gainsborough’s 

Family Album exhibition, work with photographer Elizabeth 

Doak to learn new skills and create a portrait celebrating your 

family or friendships to give as a gift. Book with a friend or 

sibling and create a message, show what you mean to each 

other or just have fun with it! 

 

 



Sun 20 January 

Photography Workshop 

13.00 – 16.00 

Inspired by Black is the New Black, a new display by artist and 

director Simon Frederick showcasing photographs of 

exceptional black British figures including rapper Tinie Tempah 

and SB. TV founder Jamal Edwards. Work with artist Othello 

De’Souza-Hartley to create a photographic portrait using  

DSLR cameras and develop new skills in composition, lighting 

and pose. 

 

Sun 17 February 

Portrait Painting Workshop 

11.00 – 16.00 

Join artist Sadie Lee to explore portraits in the Gallery from a 

queer perspective and develop your painting techniques to 

create a personal response. In celebration of LGBT History 

Month. 

 

Booking required for all workshops 

at npg.org.uk/youth 



Get involved 

Interested in becoming more active at the Gallery? Join our 

Youth Forum and represent young people in the arts. Follow us 

online to find out about news and views for young people, see 

what our Youth Forum have been up to, check out Instagram 

youth takeovers and share your portraiture talent with your 

peers. 

@NPGYouth 

/npgyouthforum 

 

 

Shop 

From our Collection to yours 

Discover the full range of gifts, books and products inspired by 

our exhibition and the Collection, available exclusively from 

Gallery Shops and online. 

 

Every purchase supports the National Portrait Gallery 

npgshop.org.uk 

 



Portrait Restaurant  

Brighten your day with our scrumptious afternoon tea this 

winter. See npg.org.uk/portraitrestaurant for menus and 

packages. To discuss your requirements call 020 7312 2490 or 

email reservations@portraitrestaurants.com 

 

 

Give the Gift of Membership this 

Christmas 

Give someone the opportunity to experience a year of 

immediate and unlimited entry to all exhibitions including the 

must-see Only Human: Martin Parr and Cindy Sherman in 2019.   

Other fantastic benefits include discounts in the Gallery’s Shops, 

Portrait Café and Restaurant and invitations to Members’ only 

events. 

 

Visit npg.org.uk/members  

or call the team on 020 7321 6283  

or visit the Membership Desk during your next visit. 


