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Programmes for schools at Hartlepool Museum 
 

 

Making a Mark programmes 
 

Where we live and grow up is an important part of our identity. 

Making a Mark programmes encourage students to understand 

more about, and feel proud of, their local heritage and identity. 

Making a Mark supports students to explore culture and heritage 

through active, enquiry-based and creative learning. Students 

discover what an amazing region they live in and how they too 

can achieve.  

 

 

All Hartlepool Museum’s Making a Mark programmes are FREE and 

take place over two sessions.  

 

 

Making a Mark for Key Stage 1 

 

Title: Portraits and Art 
Main curriculum focus: Art 

Cross-curricular opportunities: PSHE  

Key learning outcome: Students learn about the work of a range of 

artists, identifying similarities and differences. They develop their 

drawing techniques 

Main leaning approaches:  

Creative learning  

Active learning  

Description:  

What better way to explore what makes you you than through self 

portraits? In these sessions, students explore original art works and 

high quality reproductions of works from the National Portrait 

Gallery. They learn step-by-step portrait techniques and create 

their own portraits. (Can also be tailored to Reception classes.) 
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Making a Mark for Key Stages 1 and 2  
 

Title: Creative writing programme 
Main curriculum focus: English 

Cross-curricular opportunities: History 

Key learning outcome: Students learn about the significance of the 

history of their locality during the age of industry and develop 

planning and writing skills 

Main leaning approaches:  

Creative learning  

Active learning  

Description: Through hands on and collaborative games and 

activities students investigate local Victorian collectors and 

portraits as they develop their creative writing skills. The session 

culminates in photographic freeze frames of students’ stories. 

 

 

Making a Mark for Key Stage 2  
 

Title: Local heroes, local history 
Main curriculum focus: History  

Cross-curricular opportunities: Art  

Key learning outcome: Students learn about the history of 

significant people in the locality and how to read portraits as 

historical evidence 

Description:  

Whether through great achievements or acts of kindness, it is 

people who’ve made Hartlepool what it is. In these sessions, 

students contrast the lives and portraits of Ralph Ward Jackson and 

Henry Hood. Ralph Ward Jackson was the founder of West 

Hartlepool and the area’s first MP. Henry Hood was a lifeboat man 

who was awarded the Albert Medal of the second class by Queen 

Victoria in recognition of his part in the rescue of a Norwegian crew 

in 1883. Through costume and drama, students explore the history 

of the town and it’s people and consider what portraits say about 

their sitters and about life in Victorian Hartlepool.  
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Title: First World War Hartlepool 
Main curriculum focus: History  

Cross-curricular opportunities: Art 

Description  

The story of the bombardment of Hartlepool is great for exploring 

the spirit of our community. In these sessions, students explore 

original artworks, portraits and photos, and study the 

bombardment, the Zeppelin raids and the war bond tank, to 

uncover stories of people of local and national significance in the 

First World War. Their new knowledge is brought together in a 

collaborative artwork. (Fits in with Cornerstones: Fallen Fields - local 

history study) 

 

 

 

Other programmes for schools 
 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
 

We can offer EYFS session linked to our temporary exhibitions. Each 

session takes place at the museum and includes interaction with 

current exhibitions, story and a craft activity. Please contact the 

Education Officer for further details. 

 

 

Key Stage 1 
 

Title: Toys and games 
Main curriculum focus: History 

Cross-curricular opportunities: Design and Technology 

Description:  

In this interactive workshop students explore Victorian and 

Edwardian style toys and games. Through handling genuine 

objects and having a go with authentic replicas students can 

compare toys from the past with the things they play with today. 

The session finishes with a chance for students to make a toy of 

their own to take back to school. 
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Title: Transport 
Main curriculum focus: History 

Cross-curricular opportunities: Geography 

Description:  

Students get up close and personal with many different types of 

transport around the museum, from trains to zeppelins. This exciting 

workshop includes object handling and a chance to explore our 

genuine full size paddle steam ship as children compare ways of 

travelling in the past to how they travel today. In the participatory 

story-telling session at the end of the workshop, children go on a 

train journey, handling more original artefacts along the way. 

 

 

Title: Pirates 
Main curriculum focus: History 

Cross-curricular opportunities:  

Description:  

A Treasure chest has been washed up on Seaton Carew beach! 

Students help Professor Jones discover who the contents belonged 

to, developing historical enquiry skills along the way. Students ask 

questions, explore objects and costumes to discover whether it was 

a regular sailor or a pirate. Why not combine this workshop with a 

visit to Hartlepool’s Maritime Experience. 

 

 

Title: Seaside holidays of the past 
Main curriculum focus: History 

Cross-curricular opportunities: Geography 

Description:  

In this playful and hands on workshop, students explore objects and 

works of art to take a closer look at what seaside holidays were like 

in the past. The workshop has lots of opportunities for taking photos 

for use back in the classroom, where students can compare them 

with family photos of seaside holidays as a great way to explore 

changes within living memory. 

 

Key Stage 2 
 

Title: War: creative writing 

Main curriculum focus: History 

Cross-curricular opportunities: English 

Description:  

Students use original objects, images and displays to explore how 

both World Wars affected Hartlepool and to create their own 

piece of original writing. This is a great way to study how aspects of 

national history are reflected in our own locality. 
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Title: Tudor day 
Main curriculum focus: History 

Cross-curricular opportunities: Music 

Description:  

In this full day exploration of everything Tudor, students will explore 

what Tudor’s ate, how they dressed and how they partied, whether 

rich or poor. The day includes a game of Tudor “Blind Date” and a 

banquet, complete with Tudor dancing. 

 

 

Title: Pirates  
Main curriculum focus: History 

Cross-curricular opportunities:  

Description:  

Who was onboard a sunken ship found by our archaeologist? 

Students become archeologists themselves as they piece together 

the historical clues to solve the mystery of the sunken ship. Through 

handling authentic artefacts they develop historical enquiry skills 

and learn about real pirates and how different they are to Captain 

Jack Sparrow. Why not combine this workshop with a visit to 

Hartlepool’s Maritime Experience. 

 

 

Title: Roman Blind Date 
Main curriculum focus: History 

Cross-curricular opportunities:  

Description:  

In our interactive workshop based on “Blind Date” students learn 

about the everyday lives of a range of Roman people: men and 

women, rich and poor. They then decide the fate of a Roman 

soldier!  

 

 

Title: Roman Artefact Handling 
Main curriculum focus: History 

Cross-curricular opportunities: Science (materials) 

Description:  

Students take on the role of archaeologists and discover the world 

of the Romans. Through handling real Roman artefacts they learn 

about the different materials and objects used by the Romans in 

Hartlepool and also discover what kinds of things have survived 

since Roman times and what has not: an important insight for 

young historians! 
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At the Museum 
All our workshops are currently free for schools. Sessions are 

generally one hour long, which leaves plenty of time for classes to 

also explore the Museum.  

 

To ensure a quality experience, we ask that the maximum number 

of children booked in per workshop session is 30. Booking is essential.  

 

A room for lunch is provided when booking sessions led by the 

museum staff. 

 

 


