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What has Making a Mark found out about 

changing relationships with schools? 

 
Making a Mark is a partnership project between seven Tees Valley 

museums and the National Portrait Gallery. It is part of the DfE funded 

Museums and Schools Programme 2012-15 that enables regional 

museums to partner with clusters of local schools, national museums 

and work with bridge organisations to increase the number of high 

quality educational visits by schools in areas which currently have lower 

than average cultural engagement.  

 

Halfway through its lifetime, Making a Mark has already worked with 

over 200 schools and delivered over 19000 visits across the partner 

museums. Each class that has taken part has visited free for three 

sessions, enabling a deeper relationship to develop and for a greater 

impact on students’ work. 

 

As a funded initiative, Making a Mark has carried out a number of 

evaluations. Full reports are available for download at 

https://www.npg.org.uk/whatson/makingamark/home. This summary 

seeks to bring together key findings that may be of use to organisations 

beyond the partnership. 

 

Key Findings: Changing relationships with schools 
 

• offering free curriculum relevant sessions has increased the 

number of schools visiting the museums 

• the frequency of visits has also increased: all schools had to 

commit to three sessions for students, some schools have also 

chosen to involve the whole school in the initiative and some 

schools have visited more than one museum. Some Making a 

Mark programmes operate across two museums, which has 

helped encourage this new way of thinking about local 

museums 

• teachers report being keen to visit again, to contact and work 

with the same Education Officers and also an increased interest 

in visiting other local museums and confidence in contacting 

Education Officers in other organisations 

 

Key Findings: Changing relationships with teachers 

 

• Making a Mark partners have begun offering twilight sessions for 

teachers. So far sessions have attracted quite small numbers but 

these are growing. Interesting relationships have begun to build 

with specific schools following some of these sessions  

https://www.npg.org.uk/whatson/makingamark/home/
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• Making a Mark partners have each worked with a teacher 

“buddy” to look in depth at the sessions they provide and to 

make sure they maximise curriculum relevance. This has given 

detailed and targeted insight and support for planning that has 

been hugely valuable  

• teachers also report that taking part in the MaM three visit 

programme with their students has impacted positively on their 

classroom practice and planning. It has: 

• prompted, modelled and/or reinforced active and enquiry 

based learning as a positive approach 

• modelled the use of primary source materials such as 

objects, and provided ideas for activities which teachers 

have used back in the classroom 

• improved teacher knowledge and confidence around 

local heritage 

• increased the interest in choosing half term units to which 

local heritage can contribute 

• our evaluation highlights that it’s the enthusiasm of the teachers 

that will ensure sustainability in the face of curriculum change 

 

Key Findings: Changing relationships with students 

 

• seeing the same students more frequently has enabled 

relationships to form. Our student evaluation noted that students 

were very enthusiastic about the MaM visits and all wanted to re-

visit the Museum. It concluded that the three visit model helps 

build strong relationships 

• both teacher and student evidence suggests that Making a 

Mark’s emphasis on local heritage and local people has raised 

student awareness of the nature and features of their area and, 

for older students, begun to develop a sense of local pride 

• teachers also noted that students developed some key skills 

through the programme. They mentioned that students were 

more inquisitive and better able to ask questions, better able to 

make connections across subject areas and had developed 

their Art and Design skills 

• the emphasis on active learning in particular seems to resonate 

strongly with the way students like to learn. Students felt the 

learning experience was fun and different to school and 

although they recognised that they might need telling things, the 

majority preferred doing things as an approach to learning 

• this emphasis on active learning was echoed by teachers who 

were pleased with the amount of active learning in sessions and 

where they had any advice for improvement it was to keep the 

ratio of active learning to talking high, especially for younger 

students. They highlighted that students were more motivated 

generally, having had the museum experience 


