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Programmes for schools  
 

Making a Mark programmes 
 

Where we live and grow up is an important part of our identity. 

Making a Mark programmes encourage students to understand 

more about, and feel proud of, their local heritage and identity. 

Making a Mark supports students to explore culture and heritage 

through active, enquiry-based and creative learning. Students 

discover what an amazing region they live in and how they too 

can achieve.  

 

Making a Mark for Key Stage 2 
 

Title: Tall Tales 
Main curriculum focus: English 

Cross-curricular opportunities: History  

Key learning outcome: 

Students create a character and a short piece of writing inspired 

by the museum  

Main leaning approaches:  

Active Learning  

Creative learning  

Description:  

The Museum’s immersive environments such as the Victorian 

Booking Office, Victorian toilets or a third-class carriage are the 

perfect settings for students’ creative writing. Students meet Mrs 

Taylor, an Edwardian time traveller, who will introduce them to 

stories, objects and spaces in the Museum and support the story-

writing process. The museum is a Victorian railway station and 

provides many different spaces to explore and work.  
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Making a Mark for Key Stage 3  
 

 

Title: Tall Tales  
Main curriculum focus: English  

Cross-curricular opportunities: History, Geography  

Key learning outcome: Students enhance the impact of their 

writing through professional input and deepen their understanding 

of Britain as the first industrial nation  

Main leaning approaches:  

Creative Learning 

Active learning  

Description:  

Taking inspiration from 19th century literature and our own 

atmospheric station, students will begin to create a story set in 

Victorian Darlington. They will meet actors playing key Industrial 

Revolution characters, Mr Stephenson and Mr Pease, and talk to 

them about how they research and develop roles. Students will 

then work with local crime fiction author John Dean to hear how 

he creates his work and to help them gather inspiration for 

characters, setting and plot. 

 

 

Title: Meet Mr Dickens  
Main curriculum focus: English  

Cross-curricular opportunities: History 

Key learning outcome: Students better appreciate our literary 

heritage and develop a deeper understanding of characterisation  

Main leaning approaches:  

Creative Learning 

Active learning  

Description:  

Charles Dickens was inspired by the North East and made several 

journeys to our region. His younger brother, Fred, lived and died in 

Darlington. This workshop gives students the opportunity to meet 

Charles and Fred, and find out more about their relationship. The 

workshop focuses on character creation and development, 

looking at the wealth of rich characters found in Dickens work.  
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Title: All Change! The coming of the railways 

Main curriculum focus: History  

Cross-curricular opportunities: English  

Key learning outcome: Students develop an understanding of 

Britain as the first industrial nation, historical enquiry and journalistic 

writing skills 

Main leaning approaches:  

Enquiry based learning 

Creative learning  

Description:  

Students investigate the birth of the rail revolution, and discover 

how Darlington and the wider world changed with the coming of 

the railways. They use displays and carefully selected archive 

materials to research a piece of journalism. Local journalist and 

author John Dean will give a master class and run a ‘live’ news 

room activity. 

 

 

Other programmes for schools 
 

Key Stages 1 and 2 
 

Title: The Railways 
Main curriculum focus: History  

Cross-curricular opportunities: Geography 

Description  

These sessions combine railway object handling focusing on how 

locomotives work and different jobs on the railways, with 

independent exploration of the museum’s displays. Through close 

up encounters with our collections students can learn about the 

early days of the Stockton and Darlington Railway, with or without 

accompanying worksheets. 

 

 

Title: “The Opening Day of the Stockton and Darlington 

Railway” 
Main curriculum focus: History 

Cross-curricular opportunities: English, Art  

Description: 

Students study the huge painting by John Dobbin that shows the 

opening of the railway and explore what was happening. Using 

drama and role play, students imagine how people would have 

felt and the conversations they would have. This is an excellent 

way to bring together things students have learned as they explore 

the Museum. 
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Key Stage 2 
 

Title: WW2 Evacuees – Darlington at War 
Main curriculum focus: History 

Cross-curricular opportunities: English 

Description: 

In this interactive session, students explore the museum’s collection 

and a range of age-appropriate primary source materials to look 

at the home front in WW2 and find out what happened in 

Darlington. Much of the session can be linked to key books read in 

the classroom such as Goodnight Mr Tom. 

Schools can catch a train to North Road station, which stops right 

outside the Museum. North Road was the original Darlington 

railway station. A train journey to or from the Museum is not 

compulsory, but it can really help to bring a visit to life. 

 

 

Key Stage 3 
 

Title: North East Railways in WW1 
Main curriculum focus: History  

Description:  

In this session students have first hand encounters with carefully 

selected primary sources from the Museum’s archive. Students are 

given the challenge of creating case studies of the role of the men 

and women of the North East Railway in WW1, working 

independently or collaboratively.  The session helps them deepen 

their understanding of the War and emphasises the different 

experiences that individuals had. 

 

 

Sessions in schools 
 

The following session can also be delivered in schools, if within an 

hour’s car journey of the Museum. 

 

Primary 

• The Railways 

• “The Opening Day of the Stockton and Darlington Railway” 

• Junior ED (arranged through Durham Police Neighbourhood 

and partnerships department) 

Secondary 

• North East Railways in WW1 
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At the Museum 
 

All sessions for schools are free if pre-booked. Full day sessions from 

10am to 3pm are also available. Most sessions can accommodate 

a maximum of 60 children. A room for lunch is provided when 

booking sessions led by the museum staff. 

 


