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Cook: 
 
The reason you come to a museum and you don't look just online, is it gives you 
the opportunity, as far as possible, to get close to, and hopefully touch and feel the 
actual objects that you're interested in. 
 
When we were thinking about what we would actually use for the artifacts for this 
project, we picked two diaries that belonged to two soldiers from Wiltshire. They 
were called Mundy and Couldrey and they had a number of what we thought 
would be interesting characteristics.  They had both been in the Territorial Army 
before the war started so they were essentially civilians, but had some military 
knowledge, they therefore were in the army from the day the war started and both 
of them were fortunate enough to survive the war. They also had quite an 
interesting service; they didn’t actually go to the western front.  They went off to 
India initially and then to Palestine.  The other characteristics about both men 
were that they both earned themselves a Distinguished Conduct Medal, which was 
a very very important gallantry award. 
 
The other important thing about both of these soldiers is the fact that they were 
quite literate men, bearing in mind that at that time, in the country 25% of the 
population cannot even sign their own name.  Here you've got two sergeants who 
were able to write diaries, which were by the end of the war, over an inch thick. 
 
This is what we were trying to show with it; that they were Wiltshiremen and 
there’s an individual story of how people had been involved in the war rather than 
just a campaign history. The diaries themselves were quite substantial and also 
mounted in them were photographs that illustrate certain of the days that are 
marked in them.  So they are quite a comprehensive account of what these two 
individuals have been doing for the four years of the war. 
 


