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Marchant: 
 
Via the objects and the collection I'm trying to make sense of what it was like in 
World War I.  I’m just trying to make sense of the whole picture of what it was like 
to live in those conditions.  
 
I'm going to interview a solider and I'm going to drop different backgrounds from 
the collection to try and link in with what he speaks about on the subject of war in 
a global situation.  
 
The research has taken me to other places.  I went to visit the Western Cemetery.  
It just opens up a lot of the Welsh connections and how many people lost their 
lives in The Great War. 
 
This war took a lot of life.  More than I can imagine and I think more than most 
people can imagine.  And we spoke to a soldier last week and he was sort of saying 
the size of the millennium stadium, its crowd, you know, within a few hours. That's 
a lot of people to die, you know, that's like wiping out the whole of Wales, really 
quickly. 
 
The collection and by researching, has opened my eyes, and you know they were 
dark times, it was a land of despair yet hope, and that's a really interesting 
juxtaposition for me because you've got on one hand a soldier going to war and 
the thought of him coming back as some kind of knight in shining armour, and 
then on the other hand, you know, it's just an awful situation because so many 
people were killed to the extent of that pretty much if you knew that your son or 
loved one was going to the front line there's a pretty good chance they're not 
coming back.  
 
This project and the collection and the experience I'm having and the 
understanding I'm having of the Great War, will obviously be sewn into my 
personality some way or another, to influence perhaps future work.  The sincerity 
of it is interesting, because a lot of my older work is quite quirky - but I couldn't 
justify this being quirky, it's too sincere and too touching and too sensitive for it to 
be quirky. 
 


