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Newell: 
For a lot of the young people are from North Belfast, which is an area of 
disadvantage, the museum might not be as accessible to them because it's in 
South Belfast. They’ve perhaps been with school.  This gives them a different 
avenue to explore the museum and build a different sort of relationship with it, 
especially being able to work behind the scenes in the museum and have access to 
the different archives that they have access to.  It’s a fantastic opportunity for 
them. 
 
Gerard:  
It's my first time being in a museum. 
 
TP: 
You wouldn’t see them anywhere else, you wouldn’t see them in your friend’s 
house, you would only have to go to a museum to see it. 
 
Gerard:  
At the museum I found that the diary was really interesting because the writing 
was so small.  The diary of the man from Belfast who was in the World War.  It was 
such a tiny book and the writing was like literally that size, it was really small. 
 
Thomas: 
How he managed to do all that while being part of The Great War and how he 
managed to take pictures even though you weren’t allowed your camera.  
 
Caoimhlin: 
What really stood out for me was looking at the soldier’s possessions, what was 
really special to them, like the Christmas box and the cigarette case with the 
cigarettes in it.  
 
Newell: 
I know a lot of them are studying history at the minute and have a very keen 
interest in history so this will expand their learning beyond the classroom.  
 
TP: 
I think it’s fascinating the way it all happened, how many people died.  Their 
families wouldn’t think they were going there to die, soldiers thought they were 
going there just to fight for a couple of months and then come back alive. 
 
Caoimhlin: 
Somebody’s going to go and find out that their son or brother, or husband or 
boyfriend, has died and they'll get a death penny. 
 
Gerard: 
That it must have been really hard for those people, the conditions they had, 
where they had to live when they weren't fighting, 
 
  



Newell: 
The interaction between the artist and the young people has been fantastic.  It 
gives the young people a really good insight into the practice of an artist, how 
they move through idea, conception and realization of work.  That gives young 
people a really good flavor of what an artist practice is. It also helps them develop 
their own work as well and think about it through that process. 
 
Gerard: 
I never really knew how to use Photoshop like when we did the death penny, so we 
could put it in the background, I would never have known how to do that before 
this.  
 
Caoimhlin: 
We got to go out and take pictures and different perspectives. 
 
Newell: 
They're learning also as well about the context in which they're growing up. 
Northern Ireland’s quite a divided society so this gives them an insight into the 
history, the context of the country, within a kind of a framework of the museum 
and the artifacts that they're seeing here. 
 
We’re also very interested in extending the programme on, so for instance  
the group are heading off to Dublin with a local historian to take their  
learning about history and what they've learnt here and how it feeds into the Irish 
context as well, to take that learning further.  
 


