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Haynes: 
it’s a collection of about 25 pieces of paper, documentation. Some of it is personal, 
some of it’s very official. It tells the story, in part, of the life of Cyril Alec Page.   He 
lived in the Wanstead part of the borough. 
  
Greene: 
He was conscripted into the army we think, around about his 18th birthday in 
1917. And so the individual pieces of paper we have is really an archive of his war 
service. 
 
Haynes: 
Postcards, correspondence between Cyril and his mum and sisters, official 
documents.  
 
Greene: 
Probably the most heart rendering of course is the death notice that was sent to 
his family.  Cyril was killed in action on the 1st of September 1918. And so to see 
that written down in stark black and white I think is really one of the most moving 
pieces we’ve got. 
 
Haynes: 
The documents we shared were just like pieces of a puzzle and it was a case of 
trying to make sense of those pieces, trying to make a connection between the 
words on the paper and a real person.  Now, Cyril was 18 years old when he joined 
up in 1917, not much older than the students that we were working with and I 
think that made them stop and think. The pieces of paper tell one side of Cyril, but 
do they tell the whole story? We’ve only got 25 pieces of paper to explain this 
short life interrupted. It was their initial response to that, absorbing it, trying to 
make sense of it and thinking about creating something very different that will tell 
Cyril’s story. 
 
Greene: 
They took a great sort of care and attention when they were looking through some 
of the local history material such as maps, trying to locate themselves. 
 
Haynes: 
Looking a building plan, managed to find one that related to the houses along the 
street where Cyril lived. Just seeing the layout of the type of home that would 
probably have been quite new when Cyril was living in Gordon Road.  
 
The walk was a local history walk around Wanstead.  The students go to school in 
the area, so they know Wanstead as it is today. The point of the walk was to get 
them to look for evidence of Cyril’s world. 
 
  



Greene: 
We were also able to visit the War Memorial as well where Cyril was remembered, 
which again I think gives an idea of the scale of the loss in Wanstead during the 
First World War.  
 
Going on the local history walk for the students helped to enhance their 
understanding of the photographs, the buildings plans and of the things they’d 
seen in the local archives.  
 
And they’ll be able to use all of that material and their understanding in the film 
that they’ve made as part of this project. 
 
Haynes: 
The collection that we have related to World War One is a lot bigger than Cyril 
Page. 
 
We also had a World War One camera. Victoria was able to share how the camera 
works with the young people and really just share the way she works as an artist.  
The way she moves from initial concept to final output. Really just to share the 
fact that we are all starting off the same journey from the same point, the only 
thing that separates us is experience.  


