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Watters:  
The collection objects are from our history collection. We have the Irish First World 
War recruitment posters.  They’re interesting because I think they examine the 
motivation- why do people join armies?  
 
There was never any conscription in Ireland.  It was a completely volunteer army.  
It was a volunteer army that came from the Nationalist and the Unionist 
communities for different reasons, but people did join the army to fight. 
 
And then, on a very personal level, there’s George Hackney's diaries.  
 
It’s important for the people we are working with to see just how small the diaries 
are, the real handwriting and the little images that he took.  
 
Blair :  
He took a camera and captured a remarkable set of photographs, which depict 
and capture many aspects of life at the front, the sense of camaraderie among 
the soldiers, but also the actual impact of the battles themselves.  
 
Watters:  
Mr. Hackney was from North Belfast, which is nice because the teenagers are also 
from North Belfast. 
 
Blair :  
He was a young volunteer recruit.  He was 20 when he joined up.  He was involved 
in the battle of the Somme, which is a seminal event.  
 
Watters:  
He joined up, as so many people did, at the beginning of the war in the initial wave 
of enthusiasm.  As time went on, he obviously became more disillusioned.  
 
Blair :  
We have used objects, which also reflect something of what happened in Ireland 
during the war, material related to the 1916 Easter rising for example. 
 
Historians do argue that the First World War was possibly the most important 
event in Irish history and it can claim to be that because in a sense it created the 
circumstances for the Easter Rising of Irish republicans in Dublin, which was the 
most important political event in Ireland in the 20th century.  
 
Here in Northern Ireland the relationship between past and present is often 
blurred in many ways.  The past has a very particular afterlife. 
 


